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Similar  to  other  literary  forms,  drama  attempts  to  present  events  and  situations  to  engage 
the  audience  in  thoughtful  pursuits.  The  methods  vary  considerably — from  light  and 
humorous  to  very  serious,  from  trivial  to  very  philosophical,  from  fantastic  to  realistic, 
from  one  character  to  many,  and  so  on. 


Dramas  range  from  short  one-act  plays  to  multi-act  or  multi-scene  Tull  length’  features 
filling  two  or  three  hours  on  stage  or  screen.  The  full-length  play  is  often  based  on  a 
variety  of  experiences  over  an  extended  period  of  time.  The  short  one-act  play  may 
involve  a single  incident.  The  director,  then,  explores  the  effects  of  experiences  upon 
characters.  As  in  a short  story  or  novel,  readers  may  be  led  to  appreciate  not  only  the 
fictional  world  of  the  drama  but  also  the  reality  upon  which  the  fiction  is  based. 

genre  - type  of  Drama  is  nearly  as  broad  a category  (genre)  of  literature  as  novel.  Thus,  the  term  sub- 
^shorTstodes  genre  is  used  to  allow  grouping  of  titles  into  smaller  categories,  such  as  murder  mystery, 

poetry,  novel,  mystery,  romance,  science  fiction,  parody  (or  spoof),  biographical,  historical,  etc. 
drama,  etc. 


English  20-2  Unit  0 


Introduction 


1 


A 


You  will 

• use  Communicate  to  understand  strategies  of  reading  drama  viewing  film 

• read  and  listen  to  a play 

• write  journals 

• show  your  understanding  of  staging,  characters,  plot,  and  filming  techniques 

• view  a film 

• write  a character  sketch 

• realize  the  connection  of  theme  with  dramatic  and  film  techniques 

• complete  structural  exercises 

• be  aware  of  the  extent  of  manipulation  of  audience 

Explanations  and  instructions  are  given  in  this  Student  Booklet.  Spaces  for  finished 
answers  are  provided  in  the  accompanying  Response  Booklet. 
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Introduction 
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a One^-Act 


In  this  section,  you  will  apply  several  strategies  that  enable  you  to  study  drama 
efficiently.  Later,  you  will  apply  your  knowledge  and  skills  to  longer  works,  especially 
feature  film. 

READ  “Reading  Plays”  including  “General  Strategies  for  Reading  Plays”  in 
Communicate,  top  half  of  page  1 1 . 

Approaching  the  Play 

You  will  apply  the  three  general  strategies  for  reading  plays  to  “Heat  Lightning”,  a 
stage  play  in  Between  the  Lines,  page  127-134. 

Reading  a play  is  more  than  reading  the  words  of  characters.  It  is  a re-creation  in 
your  mind  of  the  staged  action  by  means  of  the  ‘clues’  given.  The  shape  of  the  stage 
influences  presentation  of  ideas.  The  audience  will  have  a program  listing  the  cast 
and  perhaps  their  relationships.  The  few  moments  as  the  stage  lights  come  up  and 
before  the  action  and  dialogue  begin  give  the  audience  opportunity  to  view  the  props 
and,  perhaps,  some  of  the  characters.  As  a reader,  you  must  imagine  what  an 
audience  sees  and  hears. 


Assignment  1:  ATirst  Look  * § 


Before  you  read  the  play,  a pre-reading  activity  will  give  you  the  background  necessary 
to  imagine  the  stage  and  who  will  be  appearing  on  it.  Complete  the  charts  as  requested. 


a.  SCAN  “Heat  Lightning”,  noting  your  observations  in  the  following  chart. 


Features 

Observations 

How  long  is  the  play?(pages) 

How  many  acts  are  in  the  play? 

How  many  scenes  are  in  the  play? 

How  long  are  the  pieces  of 
dialogue? 

Check  one: 

quite  short 

quite  long 
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b.  READ  “Characters”,  especially  GIRL,  FIRST  MAN,  and  SECOND  MAN  on 
top  half  of  page  127.  Complete  the  following  chart. 


Characters 

Observations 

GIRL: 

Age: 

Size: 

Appearance: 

Emotional  State: 

FIRST  MAN: 

Age: 

Size: 

Appearance: 

Emotional  State: 

SECOND  MAN: 

Age: 

Size: 

Appearance: 

Emotional  State: 
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c.  READ  the  opening  stage  directions,  bottom  half  of  page  127  (SCENE)  to  left 
column  of  page  128  (before  GIRL).  Record  details  on  the  following  chart. 


Characters 

Observations 

Where  is  the  play  set? 

When  does  the  play  occur? 

What  is  on  the  stage? 

How  did  FIRST  MAN  behave 
when  he  entered  the  stage? 

How  did  SIRL  behave  when  she 
entered  the  stage? 
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Beginning  the  Play 

In  Assignment  1,  you  acquired  knowledge  of  the  play’s  setting  and  characters. 
Therefore,  you  will  likely  have  some  expectations  of  the  action  that  follows  in  the  play. 


Assignment  2:  Preamble 


WITHOUT  READING  the  play,  respond  to  the  following  questions.  Your  responses 
should  show  that  you  are  aware  of  some  details  of  setting  and  character  and  are  ready 
for  the  interaction  of  the  characters. 

a.  What  is  unusual  about  the  man’s  entrance  into  the  room?  (A  man  coming 
from  the  men’s  room  is  n^  unusual.) 


b.  What  circumstances  are  suggested  by  the  girl’s  actions  and  appearance? 


c.  In  what  way  do  the  details  of  the  characters  suggest  their  traits?  Obviously, 
all  characters  have  been  in  the  storm.  Consider  such  topics  as  the  range  in  age 
of  characters,  the  contrasting  appearances  of  the  men,  and  the  emotional  states 
of  the  characters. 


d.  FIRST  MAN  is  “tall,  precise  in  his  dress. . .nice-looking”;  whereas,  SECOND 
MAN  is  “not  so  tall. . .and  not  so  nice-looking,  determined  in  his 
manner. . . [wearing]  a dark  suit,  the  collar  turned  up.”  The  playwright 
influences  the  readers  through  these  descriptions?  What  conclusions  is  he 
expecting  readers  to  make? 
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Considering  the  Background 

READ  “How  to  Read  a Play”  in  Communicate,  pages  11-12.  You  are  given  five 
strategies  for  reading  a play,  which  the  following  assignment  will  apply  to  “Heat 
Lightning”. 

Strategy  1:  Research  the  Playwright  and  Play  History 

Answers  to  the  following  questions  may  be  beneficial  in  understanding  and 
appreciating  any  play. 

• Is  the  play  based  on  a real  event? 

• When  was  the  play  written? 

• What  sorts  of  plays  has  this  author  written? 

• When  and  where  did  the  author  spend  his  life? 

When  such  information  is  unavailable,  the  reader  may  feel  disadvantaged,  perhaps 
thinking  that  more  background  could  enhance  understanding  the  author’s  purpose. 
However,  the  reader  can  still  appreciate  the  work  and  enjoy  its  characters,  suspense,  or 
irony. 

Research  may  produce  more  questions  than  answers.  Searching  for  information  about 
“Heat  Lightning”  and  its  author,  for  example,  led  to  the  uncertainties  shown  in  the 
following  textbox.  Between  the  Lines  indicates  the  play  was  given  copyright  in  1948 
and  is  controlled  by  Samuel  French  Incorporated.  Research  may  be  difficult  and 
frustrating! 

Unfortunately,  very  little  information  is  available  about  “Heat  Lightning”  and 
Robert  F.  Carroll. 

• Was  the  play  written  in  the  year  it  was  given  copyright  (1948)? 

• Is  Robert  F.  Carroll  a variation  of  Robert  Carroll,  the  pseudonym  used  by 
Hollis  Alpert  (1916-  ) of  Shelter  Island,  New  York? 

• Is  Alpert  actually  the  author  of  “Heat  Lightning”? 

• If  Alpert  is  the  author,  does  his  service  as  a combat  historian  in  the  US  army, 
1943-1946,  relate  to  this  play  in  some  way? 

• Is  the  style  of  this  play  typical  of  his  other  work,  which  includes  book 
reviews,  criticism,  short  stories,  novels,  screenplays,  biographies,  humour? 

• Do  his  fictional  writings  have  common  themes  or  techniques? 

• How  are  Alpert’ s critical  works  and  biographies  connected  with  his  plays? 

• Did  “Heat  Lightning”  contribute  to  his  award  from  Screen  Directors  Guild  in 
1958? 

• If  “Heat  Lightning”  is  Alpert’s,  then  it  was  written  early  in  his  career.  Is  the 
play  his  best  quality  work,  or  is  it  developmental  leading  to  better  work  later 
in  his  career? 
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Strategy  2:  Think  about  the  Title  and  Characters’  Names 

Considering  the  title  and  characters’  names  prepares  the  reader/viewer  to  notice  key 
details  leading  to  meaning. 

P Assignment^ 

Respond  to  the  following  questions  about  the  play,  “Heat  Lightning”, 
a.  What  is  heat  lightning? 


^ b.  Stage  and  screenplays  frequently  use  storms,  lightning  and  thunder  to  create 

mood  - feeling  mood.  The  writer  begins  to  direct  the  reader’s  thoughts  with  the  title.  What 

produced  in  the  sort  of  situation  do  you  expect  in  this  play? 

reader  or  viewer 

^ ^ 


^ ^ c.  How  have  light  and  dark  as  described  in  SCENE  (bottom  half  of  p.  127 

atmosphere  - through  first  column  of  p.  128)  been  used  to  create  atmosphere? 

details  of 

surroundings  

that  cause  the 

reader  to  expect  

certain 

happenings  
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d.  The  characters  in  “Heat  Lightning”  are  designated  by  GIRL,  FIRST  MAN, 
and  SECOND  MAN  rather  than  by  names.  If  the  author  had  named  them 
Shirley,  Frank,  and  Ernest,  readers  may  think  of  specific  people,  perhaps  with 
personalities  of  individuals  of  their  own  acquaintance.  Such  prejudices  may 
limit  the  readers’  openness  to  details  of  description  and  behaviour. 

You  learned  details  about  GIRL  in  Assignment  IB  (age,  size,  appearance). 
What  is  the  playwright  suggesting  to  the  audience  by  referring  to  the  twenty- 
three  year  old  as  GIRL? 
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Staging  the  Play 


Strategy  3:  Draw  a Diagram  of  the  Stage 


props  - all 
objects  used  on 
the  stage 


The  details  describing  the  stage  as  it  is  set  for  any  particular  play  allow  the  reader  to 
imagine  the  design  of  the  stage  and  the  placement  of  props.  Then,  when  characters 
move  about  the  stage,  the  reader  is  expected  to  imagine  them  realistically.  Actors  and 
directors  refer  to  parts  of  the  stage  according  to  their  positions  while  facing  the 
audience. 


Often,  playwrights  leave  details  of  staging  purposefully  vague.  The  director  then  has 
the  freedom  to  use  his  artistic  talents,  interpreting  movement  and  manipulating  actors  to 
achieve  some  desired  effect.  Also,  the  director  may  be  using  a different  type  of  stage 
than  the  playwright  imagined.  A stage  with  the  audience  sitting  in  front  may  seem 
distant,  yet  formal.  A stage  that  projects  into  the  theatre  with  the  audience  on  three 
sides  places  the  audience  in  close  contact  with  the  actors,  enabling  the  actors  and 
actions  more  life-like.  A central  area  of  the  floor  used  to  stage  a play  may  involve  the 
audience. 
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Imagine  the  stage  for  “Heat  Lightning”  as  the  playwright  describes  it  in  SCENE. 
Sketch  and  label  the  features  of  the  stage,  realizing  that  the  shape  is  a common  stage. 
For  example,  show  a door  by  drawing  the  shape  you  would  see  while  sitting  in  the 
audience. 

Space  for  your  polished  response  is  provided  in  the  Response  Booklet. 
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Details  in  a Play 

Strategy  4:  Read  the  Play  Aloud 

Plays  are  meant  to  be  seen  and  heard.  Hearing  and  participating  in  the  reading  of  a 
play  will  assist  you  in  visualizing  the  characters  and  the  action.  The  attitudes  of  the 
characters  are  evident  through  explanations  of  their  actions  and  various  sound 
effects.  The  reader  must  visualize  the  play  as  it  would  appear  on  stage,  complete 
with  activity,  dialogue,  and  body  language. 

Get  some  help!  Convince  others  to  help  you  read  the  dialogue  and  speak  the  stage 
directions.  Emotion  and  tone  fitting  the  various  roles  help  listeners  imagine  the  play, 
almost  creating  a ‘movie’  in  their  minds. 

READ  the  script  of  “Heat  Lightning”  in  Between  the  Lines,  pp.  127-134. 
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After  your  first  reading  of  “Heat  Lightning”,  organize  the  details  of  the  plot  in  the 
following  chart. 


Who? 

What  characters  are 
involved? 

Who  is  the  protagonist? 

Where? 

What  is  the  general  and 
specific  location  of  the 
events? 

When? 

What  time  of  day,  season,  or 
year  do  the  events  occur? 

What? 

What  situation  leads  to  the 
major  problem? 

What  is  the  protagonist's 
major  problem? 

- Finding  safety 

Why? 

Why  is  the  protagonist 
faced  with  the  major 
problem? 

What 

result? 

What  happens  to  the 
protagonist? 
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Valuing  the  Play 

Strategy  5:  Appreciating  the  Playwright’s  Craft 

The  first  reading  of  the  dialogue  of  a play  uses  and  adds  to  the  details  of  stage  given  in 
the  opening  summary  of  scene  or  stage  set.  The  events  of  the  story  become  clear  to  the 
audience  as  the  characters  speak  and  interact  within  the  reality  created  by  the  stage  and 
props.  To  understand  more  than  simply  “what  happens”,  several  readings/hearings/ 
viewings  are  necessary.  Awareness  of  dramatic  elements  and  techniques  enhances 
understanding  and  appreciation  of  the  play. 

Drama  shares  the  elements  of  fiction  seen  in  short  stories  and  novels — especially  plot, 
character,  and  theme. 


Assignment  6:  Underst 


a.  Purpose  and  Audience 

Seldom  are  plays  written  simply  to  “tell  a story”.  Playwrights  attempt  to  use 
stories  (short  incidents  to  long  sagas)  to  show  their  ideas  about  concepts. 

They  want  to  give  interpretations  of  the  human  condition  or  human  nature. 

• To  comment  on  friendship  the  playwright  could  use  some  incident  in  Of 
Mice  and  Men,  for  example,  suggesting  that  Friendship  may  involve 
very  unlike  persons  who  depend  upon  the  other’s  strengths  to  cope  with 
the  circumstances  of  their  lives. 

• The  playwright  may  use  Alex’  rescue  by  the  Chinese  student  in 
Forbidden  City  to  suggest  that  Friendship  may  be  expressed  in  sacrifice 
and  supportive  actions  rather  than  in  words. 

What  idea  about  the  basis  for  judgments  does  Robert  Carroll  develop  in 
“Heat  Lightning”? 

Tips  about  Stating  Ideas: 

1.  Use  a complete  sentence.  An  idea  is  a complete  thought  requiring  a complete  sentence. 
“Friendship”  is  a concept  or  topic.  The  idea  may  be  stated  as  the  following:  Friendship 
may  be  expressed  in  sacrifice  and  supportive  actions  rather  than  in  words. 

2.  In  your  rough  work,  use  “The  author  suggests  that ...”  as  a beginning.  This  will  keep  you 
focussed  upon  the  author’s  idea  rather  than  your  own,  and  it  ensures  a complete  sentence. 

Space  for  your  polished  response  is  provided  in  the  Response  Booklet. 
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b.  Interest  and  Suspense 


Playwrights  use  various  techniques  to  arouse  the  reader’s  interest  in  the  events 
and  characters.  One  product  of  these  techniques  may  be  suspense  by  which 
the  reader  wants  to  know  “what  happens  next”.  Such  techniques  cannot  be 
judged  alone.  Each  is  dependent  upon  its  specific  situation  for  meaning.  For 
example,  a dash  in  one  statement  may  mean  an  interruption  by  the  speaker  or 
someone  else.  In  another  situation,  the  dash  may  mean  a hesitation  or 
insecurity.  The  reader  must  determine  tone  and  mood  to  interpret  the  effects  of 
such  techniques  correctly. 

The  following  chart  connects  some  techniques  to  their  effects  in  arousing  and 
maintaining  interest.  You  are  given  an  example  of  each.  Your  assignment  is 
to  choose  another  instance  of  the  technique  and  to  determine  its  effect. 

In  the  chart,  you  are  to 

> quote  a specific  example  of  the  technique 

> indicate 


i.  what  the  statement  suggests 

ii.  how  the  technique  establishes  interest  or  suspense 


Techniques 

Examples 

Effect  in  this  Situation 

Punctuation: 
Dash  — 

Specific  Example; 

Yes— Yes— I must 
get  hold  of  myself. 

i.  Suggests  agreement  with  previous 
speaker 

ii.  - Shows  hesitation  and  insecurity,  perhaps 
leading  to  determination 
- Emphasizes  that  SIRL  struggles  to 
regain  clear  thinking 

Your  Example; 

i.  Suggests... 

ii.  Shows... 

Punctuation : 
Exclamation  ! 

Specific  Example; 

Thank  God!  You're 
here!  Oh  thank  God! 

i.  Suggests  SIRL  is  panicking 

ii.  - Shows  relief,  desire  for  security,  and  an 
end  to  fear 

- Arouses  reader's  curiosity  about  the 
events  causing  SIRL’S  panic 

Your  Example; 

i.  Suggests... 

ii.  Shows... 
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Techniques 

Examples 

Effect  in  this  Situation 

Punctuation: 
Question  ? 

Specific  Example; 

My  dear!  What  is  it? 

i.  Suggests  MAN  may  know  SIRL  and/or 
regards  her  as  inferior 

ii.  - Shows  interest,  concern,  willingness 
to  help 

- Arouses  reader’s  curiosty  for  the 
answer 

Your  Example: 

i.  Suggests... 

ii . 

Repetition 

Specific  Example; 

Help  me.  Oh, 
please—  please  help 
me! 

i.  Suggests  &IRL  feels  threatened,  panic 

ii.  Emphasizes  desperation,  begging, 
weakness,  vulnerability 

Your  Example; 

i.  Suggests... 

ii . 

Series  of 

short 

sentences 

Specific  Example; 

Please,  my  dear,  try 
to  tell  me  what 
happened.  You've 
locked  the  door.  No 
one  can  come  in. 

Now  try  to  calm 
yourself. 

i.  Suggests  calm  persistence,  logical  MAN 
trying  to  calm  the  panicking  6IRL. 

ii.  Emphasizes  MAN'S  willingness  to  help 
while  reassuring  safety 

Your  Example; 

i.  Suggests... 

ii. 
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Techniques 

Examples 

Effect  in  this  Situation 

Variation  of 

sentence 

length 

specific  Example; 

The  last  one's  due 
any  time  now.  The 
storm  has  probably 
slowed  if  down. 

Now,  listen  to  me. 

I shall  do  whatever 

I can  for  you,  but 
you  must  tell  me 
what  has  happened. 

i.  Suggests  the  MAN  is  in  control  and 
demands  attention 

ii.  - Shows  emphasis  on  his  demand 

- Causes  the  reader  to  wonder  why  MAN 
needs  the  details 

Your  Example: 

i.  Suggests  the  MAN  is  in  control  and 
demands  attention 

ii . 
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c.  Blocking  of  Characters 


blocking  - 

director’s 
control  of 
position  or 
movement  of 
actors  on  stage 


In  a hockey  game,  each  player  has  an  assigned  position,  and  he  must  play  that 
position  whether  that  involves  movement  or  not.  On  stage,  the  director 
coaches  the  players,  controlling  the  movements  and  positions  while  expecting 
success. 

The  director  deliberately  controls  the  positioning  and  movement  of  characters 
on  the  stage,  an  aspect  of  staging  called  blocking.  Even  ‘accidents’  are 
tightly  controlled  so  that  actors  are  in  “the  right  place  at  the  right  time”. 

The  reader/viewer  has  the  task  of  interpreting  the  relationships.  For  example, 
if  a character  is  near  the  front  of  the  stage  in  strong  light,  the  viewer  may 
assume  he  is  most  important  at  that  time.  The  way  someone  enters  will 
indicate  whether  he  is  a threat  or  a friend.  One  person  retreating  when 
another  enters  a room  may  show  conflict. 
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The  following  chart  asks  you  to  state  the  relationship  of  specific  movements  of 
characters  to  the  action  and  meaning. 


Biocking/Movement 

Significance 

(She  almost  falls  and  the  man 
catches  her.)  p.  128 

GIRL  is  overcome/weak.  Man  seems 
concerned  about  her  safety. 

(...a  man's  face  can  be  seen  pressed 
against  the  glass  outside  the  door.) 
p.  130 

(...He  [SECOND  MAN]  looks  about  the 
room  as  he  enters...  The  second  man 
moves  up  to  the  schedule  on  the  wall.) 
p.  131 

(...  When  she  sees  the  other  man 
standing  in  the  room,  she  starts  to  cry 
out,  but  the  first  man  puts  his  finger 
to  his  Ups  conveying  silence  to  her  and 
then  guides  her  downstage  to  the 
bench.)  p.  131 

(The  second  man  starts  moving  down 
toward  the  girl.  She  sees  him  coming, 
and  moves  over  to  the  wall,  appearing 
to  read  the  schedule.)  p.  131 

(The  girl  is  stunned.  She  looks  to  the 
first  man,  who  stands  behind  the 
second  man.  The  first  man  shakes  his 
head  "No.") p.  133 

(The  girl  runs  up  to  the  centre  door... 
She  runs  right...  She  runs 
downstage...  She  runs  up  left...) 
p.  134 
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d.  Lighting,  Music,  or  Sound  Effects 

The  printed  script  gives  no  indication  of  music.  The  audience  hears  thunder 
and  sees  lightning.  The  sound  of  the  motor  is  heard  as  the  bus  approaches 
and  leaves.  Other  noises  include  rattling,  shutting,  slamming,  and  bolting  the 
door.  General  sounds  associated  with  movement  and  voices,  including 
girl’s  muffled  cry  and  final  scream,  are  heard.  Answer  the  following 
questions  about  effects  on  the  characters  and  the  audience.  One  is  given  as 
an  example. 

i.  What  effect  is  created  by  GIRL  bolting  the  door  after  SECOND  MAN 
leaves  for  the  bus? 

The  ejfect  is  relief.  GIRL  believes  that  she  is  out  of  danger.  The 
audience  may  expect  a happy  ending. 

ii.  What  effect  is  created  by  the  dimming  of  the  overhead  light  associated  with 
flashes  of  lightning? 


iii.  What  effect  is  created  by  the  girl  staring  at  the  flashlight  the  man  pulls  from 
his  pocket  as  he  assures  her,  “Don’t  worry,  my  dear.  You’ll  have  light.”? 


iv.  In  what  way  might  music  be  used  to  make  the  ending  of  this  play  more 
effective? 
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e.  Credibility 


The  purpose  of  fiction  is  to  mirror  some  aspect  of  reality.  Even  science  fiction 
or  animation  is  based  in  reality  despite  exaggeration  and  suspension  of  some 
aspects.  A play  or  a film  must  have  sufficient  realism  to  allow  the  audience  to 
accept  it  as  a vehicle  for  the  writer’s  ideas. 

i.  Did  the  actions  and  events  in  the  play  seem  as  if  they  could  really  happen? 
Explain. 


ii.  What  idea  does  the  author  suggest  about  the  decision  to  trust?  (Refer  to 
Tips  about  Stating  Ideas  given  earlier  in  this  section.) 
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Producing  even  a short  one-act  play  becomes  complex  quickly,  requiring  attention  to 
details  of  characters,  scenes,  staging  directions  (including  blocking  or  choreography), 
sounds,  or  other  techniques.  If  you  were  to  produce  a play,  you  would  have  to  decide 
what  you  would  do  and  who  you  would  need  to  help  you. 

The  production  of  a play  raises  significant  questions,  such  as  the  following: 

• Which  is  the  most  effective  form  to  fulfill  the  director’s  purpose? 

• What  changes  are  necessary  when  a play  is  presented  to  a specific  audience? 
What  changes  should  be  made  for  elementary  students,  for  high  school  students, 
for  senior  citizens? 

• How  can  the  theme  or  message  be  maintained  when  the  director  edits  the  script? 

• What  special  effects  could  enhance  the  stage  production  or  film  version  of  the 
play? 

• What  changes  to  a stage  play  would  be  necessary  to  produce  an  effective  film 
version? 

• What  changes  to  a stage  play  would  be  necessary  to  produce  an  effective  radio 
play? 
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Hearing  the  Play 


You  read  “Heat  Lightning”  and  have  only  imagined  the  action  on  stage.  Perhaps 
because  of  the  description,  you  have  imagined  also  the  situation  as  it  could  have 
occurred  in  real  life. 

If  you  were  blind,  sounds  or  details  would  be  necessary  to  help  you  imagine  the 
characters  and  action  of  the  play.  Some  essential  visual  details  would  require  some 
alternatives  such  as  sounds  or  comments  to  ensure  correct  interpretation. 


Assignment  1:  Hearing  the  Play 


For  “Heat  Lightning”,  what  must  be  different  if  you  could  not  see  the  production  but 
were  listening  to  the  play? 
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Adapting  the  Play 


During  the  twentieth  century  prior  to  the  dominance  of  television,  radio  was  king. 

Radio  dramas  were  prime  entertainment.  Adapting  stage  to  radio  required  more  than 
additional  sound  effects.  Some  radio  commercials  today  are  mini-dramas  using  the 
techniques  of  the  “old”  radio  plays.  A few  radio  stations  broadcast  plays  of  earlier 
times. 

In  1983,  Don  Kisner  adapted  the  original  script  of  “Heat  Lightning”  that  you  have 
read  in  Between  the  Lines  to  suit  production  for  a radio  audience.  Although  the  play 
was  written  for  the  stage,  he  made  some  changes  because  his  audience  would  be 
relying  only  on  sound. 
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LISTEN  to  the  adaptation  of  “Heat  Lightning”  provided  on  CD  for  this  course. 


Assignment  2:  Adapting  the  Play 


Your  task  is  to  recognize  the  adaptations  made  by  the  director  of  the  radiodrama  as  he 
attempted  to  convey  all  action  and  positions  through  sound.  Complete  the  chart  by 
showing  the  changes.  One  incident  is  provided  as  an  example. 


Incident 

Stage  Play  1 

Radio  Play 

1 

Play  begins  with  a man  entering 
from  the  washroom.  A girl  enters 
and  in  a frantic  conversation  with 
the  man  tells  of  her  own 
experiences  that  night. 

Two  females  identify  each 
other  as  Swen  and  Jamie  during 
a brief  conversation  after 
which  Jamie  leaves  on  her  own. 

A narrator  explains  Jamie's 
difficulties  on  the  road. 

2 

In  a lightning  flash,  a man's 
face  is  seen  in  the  window  by 
the  girl  and  the  audience.  She 
screams  and  First  Man  pushes 
her  toward  the  washroom. 

3 

Second  Man  asks  Jamie  if  what 
she  is  looking  at  is  the  bus 
schedule. 

4 

First  Man  offers  the  girl  a 
cigarette,  and  Second  Man  comes 
between  them  asking  for  a light. 

5 

First  Man  takes  a flashlight 
from  his  coat  pocket.  The  girl 
stares  at  it  during  a lightning 
flash,  and  the  stage  goes  dark. 
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Evaluating  the  Productions 

The  two  forms  of  production  (stage  and  radio)  of  “Heat  Lightning”  rely  on  different 
techniques  to  communicate  theme. 


Assignilieilt  Eva^ating  the  Productions  . 


In  your  considered  opinion,  which  form  (stage  or  radio)  is  more  effective?  Support 
your  answer  with  careful  reference  to  details  from  the  plays. 
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...and  now  “Lights,  Camera,  Action!” 


Adapting  a stage  play  to  film  or  creating  a script  for  film  also  involves  fulfilling 
purpose. 

Directors  wishing  the  audience  to  accept  their  ideas  must  balance  credibility  with 
interest.  For  example,  if  the  film  is  an  adaptation  of  a novel,  retaining  the  theme  may  be 
challenging  because  of  difficulties  in  showing  passage  of  time  or  the  complexity  of 
situations.  If  someone’s  life  story  is  to  be  made  into  a movie,  the  challenge  may  be 
choosing  only  some  of  the  details  of  the  person’s  background. 

Directors  of  great  films  realize  that  audiences  want  to  see  themselves  in  the  situations  of 
the  characters  and  want  to  apply  new  understandings  to  their  own  decisions  and 
problems.  Perhaps,  a viewer  may  identify  with  a character  because  he  or  she  came 
from  humble  beginnings.  Perhaps  he  or  she  had  high  expectations  from  his  parents,  or 
he  or  she  made  important  decisions  requiring  significant  choices  and  sacrifice.  The 
character  may  have  been  successful  because  of  enduring  hardships  while  using 
resources  creatively. 

The  viewer  can  realize  how  the  character’s  response  to  the  situation  develops  an  idea 
that  can  be  used  to  solve  problems.  Therefore,  the  viewer  can  benefit  from  the  real  or 
imagined  experiences  of  others,  including  those  portrayed  on  film. 
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READ  “Feature  Films  and  Television”  in  Communicate,  pp.  46-48. 

Like  novels,  feature  films  may  provide  enjoyment  but  theme  generally  dominates. 
Viewers  want  to  participate  in  someone’s  adventure,  solve  a mystery,  “see  what 
happens  next”,  but  they  also  want  something  to  think  about  later. 

The  film  for  study  in  an  English  course  requires  careful  viewing  and  study  because  you 
are  expected  to  understand  how  the  author,  director,  and  actors  manipulate  the 
characters,  the  events,  and  the  viewers  to  achieve  some  distinct  purposes.  Similar  to  a 
novel,  at  the  end  you  are  often  expected  to  think  more  significantly  about  human  nature 
and  response  to  situations.  You  will  be  using  the  eight  strategies  explained  in  “How  to 
View  a Feature  Film”  in  Communicate,  pp.  46-48,  as  you  proceed  through  this  section. 


Journal  1:  Approaching  a Film 


In  a journal  entry,  write  about  your  experience  with  feature  film.  Such  questions  as  the 
following  may  give  you  some  ideas  from  which  you  can  create  a paragraph.  Do  not 
attempt  to  answer  all  the  questions;  instead,  choose  carefully  and  use  specific  details. 


• How  do  you  select  a feature  film? 

• What  sort  of  characters  do  you  prefer  in  feature  films?  Why? 

• What  feature  film  has  been  outstanding  to  you  and  for  what  reasons? 

• If  you  have  read  a novel  upon  which  a film  is  based,  which  do  you  prefer  and 
why? 

• Have  you  viewed  any  film  more  than  once?  Why? 

• What  did  you  learn  about  human  nature  or  human  beings  from  the  last  feature  film 
(or  any  film)  you  saw? 

• If  you  were  to  design  a film,  where  would  it  be  set,  who  would  be  the  main 
characters,  who  would  be  the  actors,  what  conflicts  would  be  involved?  Why? 

• Have  you  learned  anything  about  the  world  of  work  from  feature  films?  Explain. 

Space  for  polished  work  is  available  in  the  Response  Booklet. 
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Using  the  Internet  and  Other  Sources  of  Reviews  of  Feature  Films: 

The  Internet,  magazines,  and  newspapers  are  valuable  sources  of  information  about 
feature  films  or  the  situations  they  depict.  Early  browsing  may  prepare  you  for 
viewing.  Some  searching  after  viewing  may  extend  your  understanding  and  interests. 
Suggested  sites  may  not  always  be  accessible  to  you  because  the  Internet  changes 
constantly. 

The  curriculum  provided  by  Alberta  Learning  for  English  20-2  requires  study  of  a 
feature  film  or  book-length  non-fiction.  This  course  provides  you  with  a guided 
study  of  October  Sky. 

Choice  A:  October  Sky 

Based  on  an  autobiography  by  Homer  Hickam,  Jr.,  October  Sky  involves  four  teenage 
boys  and  their  interest  in  rocketry  spawned  by  the  Russian  launching  of  the  first  man- 
made satellite.  Sputnik,  in  the  1950s.  The  film  strongly  asserts  the  necessity  of 
following  one’s  dream  despite  opposition  and  finding  one’s  vocation  beyond  that  of 
fathers  and  grandfathers. 


If  you  choose  A,  October  Sky,  proceedtto  Sections  4A  to  7A.I 

It"  , 

S i 
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Should  you  be  unable  to  obtain  October  Sky  or  should  you  wish  to  use  some  other 
feature  film,  an  alternative  general  study  guide  is  provided. 


Students  niust  discuss  possible  alternative  films  with  their  ADLC 
teachers  before  proceeding  with  assignments. 


Choice  B:  a feature  film  of  your  choosing 

If  you  do  not  choose  October  Sky,  then  the  responsibility  of  the  choice  is  yours.  To 
portray  certain  characters,  writers  and  directors  may  use  language  and  behaviour 
objectionable  to  some  viewers.  Your  teacher  realizes  that  this  open  invitation  may 
lead  to  some  objectionable  films  and  descriptions  of  their  action  and  language.  Your 
choice  of  film  should  be  appropriate  for  classroom  viewing.  Your  carefully 
supported,  logical,  and  mature  responses  will  use  language  appropriate  for 
classrooms.  If  your  teacher  considers  your  choice  and  responses  unsuitable, 
your  work  will  not  be  graded. 


If  you  choose  B,  a feature  film  of  your  choice,  proceed  to  Sections  4B  to  7B. 

m « ^ 
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Sky,  Viewi^th^^^ 
Section  6A;  October  Sky,  Viewing  the  Film 


OR 


a 


o 
o 


oice  B: 

o 


o 


o 


Printed  wUnedging  of  this  background  texture. . . — 

Sec^^  4B:  Featm^e  Film,  ResjearchiiigBhck^otind^^^ 
t Sei'ction  SB:  Featut^FMm,  V^j^ing  the  B^^ii|nin^^^ 

• Section  6B:  Feature  Film,  Vioying  the  Film 

• Section  vB:  Feature  F«7/w.  Elements  of  Visual  Litet^cv  and  Theme  - 

V Q - O , ^ 
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The  strategies  you  followed  to  study  “Heat  Lightning”  helped  you  become  a more 
critical  viewer  of  plays.  Adapting  and  applying  those  strategies  to  film  will  make 
you  more  sophisticated  in  your  responses  and  better  able  to  defend  your  opinions. 


strategy  1;  Research  the  Author/Director^and  Film  ffistory 


Some  background  information  is  beneficial  in  understanding  and  appreciating  films. 
Unfortunately,  not  all  desired  information  is  readily  available.  However,  a search 
will  satisfy  some  of  your  curiosity. 


Assignment  1:  Background 


Libraries  and  the  Internet  are  excellent  sources  for  information  about  October  Sky. 
An  on-line  movie  review  of  limited  quality  is  provided  in  Between  the  Lines,  pp. 
190-192. 


COMPLETE  the  following  chart,  which 
provides  some  general  questions. 

• Add  more  questions  that  you  may 
have  before  you  view  the  film. 

• Obtain  answers  from  the  sources 
available  to  you,  such  as  Between  the 
Lines,  other  reference  books,  or 
Internet  sites  such  as  <http:// 
www.homerhickam.com> 

• Indicate  the  source  of  each  answer. 
For  help  with  bibliographic  entries, 
see  Communicate,  pp.  179-180. 

You  will  be  credited  for  your  questions 
and  for  any  answers  you  can  find.  You 
may  be  unable  to  find  answers  to  some  of 
your  questions. 


Section  4A:  Researching  Bachgroimd 


Questions  and  Answers: 

Sources: 

Question:  When  and  where  was  the 
film  produced? 

"Homer  Hickam  Online" 
www.homerhickam.com 

Answer:  In  February  1999,  Universal 
Studios  released  October  Sky,  filmed 
on  location  in  Oliver  Springs  and 
Petros,  Tennesse. 

Question:  Is  the  film  based  on  a real 
event  or  character?  Explain. 

Answer: 

Question:  What  sorts  of  films  have 
been  produced  by  this  director? 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

Space  for  polished  work  is  provided  in  the  Response  Booklet. 
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In  Assignment  1 , you  acquired  some  knowledge  of  the  film.  Therefore,  you  will 
likely  have  some  expectations  of  the  action  that  follows  in  the  film. 


Strategy  2 : Viewing  the  Introduction 

VIEW  the  first  9 minutes  of  the  film — stopping  the  film  after  the  townspeople 
have  seen  Sputnik  and  leave  Homer  gazing  into  the  night  sky. 

This  beginning  segment  introduces  you  to  the  characters,  their  environment,  and 
their  situation.  The  camera  has  focused  your  attention  on  adults  as  well  as 
teenagers. 


' ^ ' 
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Venn  diagram 


^ circles  used  to 
a 

■f  combination  of 
unique  and 
hared  items  or 
traits 


>o 


"T^ 


Assignment  1;  Concerns 


CONSTRUCT  a Venn  diagram  to  show  the  concerns  of  youth,  concerns  of  adults, 
and  concerns  common  to  both.  Your  responses  should  show  that  you  are  aware  of 
the  details  of  background  information  and  are  ready  for  the  interaction  of  the 
characters. 


Concerns 


Space  for  your  polished  response  is  provided  in  the  Response  Booklet. 
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What’s  going  to  happen  next? 


<>< 


Active  viewers  predict  possibilities  of  conflict  and/or  cooperation  among  characters 
in  any  film  they  watch.  Predicting  shows  the  viewer  is  involved  from  the  beginning, 
it  promotes  understanding  of  the  writer  and  director’s  purposes,  and  it  can  be  fun! 
The  predictions  may  be  incorrect,  of  course,  but  viewers  enjoy  thinking  about  why 
they  were  right  or  wrong.  A bit  of  mystery  attracts  many! 


o 

<>< 


^Assignment  2:  Predictions  ■ -I-, 


COMPLETE  the  following  chart  to  show  your  predictions  for  action  in  the  film. 


Your  predictions  should  be  sensible  and  logically  connected  to  your  observations. 

(Don’t  worry!  You’ll  not  be  penalized  if  your  predictions  are  proven  inaccurate  later.) 

a.  Make  three  significant  observations  of  events  shown  within  the  first  nine 
minutes  of  the  film.  Your  observations  should  accurately  describe  details 
within  the  opening  segment. 

b.  Then,  provide  a prediction  based  on  each  observation.  An  example  is 
given. 

A chart  for  your  polished  responses  is  provided  in  the  Response  Booklet. 
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Predictions 


Observation : 

Homer  said  “That's  my  dad"  twice,  but  his  tone  and  facial  expression 
were  different  each  time.  The  first  time,  he  smiles  and  speaks  with 
pride  when  the  miners  talk  of  his  dad's  heroism  in  saving  the  miner. 
The  second  time,  when  his  dad  fires  the  miner  immediately  after 
rescuing  him,  Homer  frowns,  speaking  with  disappointment  at  his 
father 's  harshness. 

Prediction: 

Homer  and  his  dad  may  experience  conflict  in  the  future.  Because 
Homer's  dad  seems  to  react  in  extremes,  Homer  may  be  confused 
about  supporting  his  father's  decisions. 

Observation  1: 


Prediction  1: 


Observation  2: 


Prediction  2: 


Observation  3: 


Prediction  3: 
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Journal  2;  Responding  to  a Film 


READ  the  assignments  in  this  section.  This  will  help  direct  your  attention  to 
various  aspects  of  the  film.  Of  course,  you  may  view  the  film  as  often  as  you  wish 
to  observe  specific  details  in  response  to  the  assignments. 


Your  reaction  to  October  Sky  is  probably  quite  strong,  but  any  reaction  requires 
support.  The  simply-stated  assignment  is  “Did  you  like  it?”  Perhaps  you  need 
more  questions  to  help  you  construct  a personal  response  to  the  film.  Use  any  of 
following  if  you  wish,  but  your  response  must  be  at  least  one  page  rather  than  a 
shopping  list  of  answers.  You  may  certainly  criticize  as  well  as  praise  the  film. 

• Did  you  enjoy  this  film? 

• Did  this  film  remind  you  of  anything  in  your  own  life? 

• Did  this  film  remind  you  of  any  other  films? 

• What  were  your  favourite  scenes  in  this  film? 

• What  scenes  in  this  film  did  you  dislike? 

• Did  the  characters  seem  real  to  you? 

• Did  everything  in  this  film  seem  logical,  reasonable,  and/or  sensible? 

• Did  this  film  suggest  anything  interesting  about  people  or  their  behaviour? 

• Did  the  music,  camera  angles,  lighting,  etc.  seem  appropriate? 

• Were  you  surprised  by  any  of  the  characters’  actions? 

• What  effect  did  the  details  of  the  real  people  in  the  small  candid  shots  at  the 
end  have  on  you? 


the 


VIEW  the  remainder  of  October  Sky. 


Space  for  your  polished  response  is  provided  in  the  Response  Booklet. 
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Attitudes  and  Techniques 

Playwrights  often  include  stage  directions  with  the  dialogue  on  their  scripts.  Details 
of  production  are  often  of  more  concern  to  screen  writers  than  to  playwrights.  Film 
directors  have  the  challenge  of  controlling  all  details,  a task  involving  much  more 
that  telling  actors  how  to  smile  and  camera  operators  where  to  shoot.  The  director 
must  use  skills  and  insights  to  direct  actors  and  crew  to  ensure  details  develop 
attitudes  that  lead  to  ideas.  A successful  director’s  creation  will  cause  the  viewer  to 
understand  characters’  feelings  in  various  situations.  The  viewer  can  be  drawn 
beyond  the  action  and  into  the  ideas  of  the  film.  Such  is  the  journey  into 
interpretive  visual  literacy. 


October  Sky  appeals  to  a broad  audience  because  it  addresses  numerous  attitudes: 


frustration 

admiration 

determination 

trust 

loyalty 

acceptance 

support 

pride 

humour 


aggression 

courage 

dedication 

enthusiasm 

kindness 

responsibility 

sincerity 

prejudice 

curiosity 


The  director  uses  the  elements  of  visual  literacy  to  connect  attitudes  displayed  by 
characters  to  his  message  about  life.  Techniques  such  as  the  following  are  important 
tools  of  the  director: 


• camera  angle 

• blocking/tracking 

• lighting 

• music 

• sound 


colour 

image 

shape 

composition 

symbols 
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The  relationship  of  techniques  to  attitudes  is  shown  in  the  following  example.  Four 
techniques  show  evidence  of  one  attitude  seen  in  one  incident. 


prejudice  - 

hasty  judgement 
based  on 
assumptions 


Attitude:  prejudice 

Incident:  When  a rocket  is  presented  as  the  cause  of  the  forest  fire  and  the  high 
school  principal,  Mr.  Turner,  accepts  the  assumption  that  the  boys  are  responsible  for 
starting  the  fire,  prejudice  is  shown.  The  police  and  the  principal  assume  the  rocket 
belongs  to  the  boys  because  the  newspaper  reported  details  of  their  recent  successful 
launch  and  the  boys  have  not  found  their  rocket.  This  judgement  is  based  on 
inconclusive  evidence;  other  possibilities  are  not  considered. 

Techniques:  camera  angle,  movement  (tracking),  lighting,  composition 

A low  angle  shot  shows  policemen  with  the  principal  descending  from  the  school 
doors  upon  a small  group  of  students  at  the  bottom  of  the  school  steps.  This  shot 
emphasizes  the  size,  strength,  and  power  of  police  and  school  authorities  over  the 
students,  represented  by  Homer  signing  Dorothy’s  newspaper.  In  a tracking  shot, 
the  camera  follows  Miss  Riley  as  she  rushes  to  the  office  where  she  is  amazed  and 
furious.  In  contrast  to  the  profile  of  the  principal  in  shadow,  Miss  Riley’s  face  is 
fully  lighted  when  she  says,  “You  have  these  boys  in  handcuffs  in  a high  school,  Mr 
Turner!”  The  camera  moves  to  a close-up  of  the  wrists  of  the  boys  who  are 
deliberately  seated  on  the  principal’s  bench.  This  shot  is  composed  so  that  Homer’s 
dejected  face  is  the  focus.  As  Homer  leans  back,  the  faces  of  the  other  boys 
similarly  show  they  are  convinced  of  their  own  guilt. 
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Show  how  the  director  uses  elements  of  visual  literacy  to  demonstrate  specific 
attitudes. 

The  example  given  above  demonstrates  appropriate  organization  for  your  responses. 

a.  Choose  three  attitudes  from  the  list  on  the  previous  page. 

1.  

2.  

3.  

b.  Place  your  responses  in  the  charts  on  the  following  pages. 

1 . Choose  an  incident  in  the  film  in  which  the  attitude  is  evident. 

2.  Discuss  how  effectively  the  director  develops  the  attitude,  referring  to  a 
minimum  of  four  techniques  to  support  your  conclusions. 


Tips  to  Connect  Incidents,  Attitudes, 

and  Techniques 

Follow  one  of  these  routes  to  success! 

Recall  a specific  INCIDENT 

Focus  on  an  ATTITUDE. 

Identify  a TECHNIQUE. 

Decide  on  "What's  the 
point?"  to  identify 
the  attitude. 

Decide  on  "Where  was 
that  shown?"  to  identify 
an  incident. 

Decide  "Where  did  they 
do  that?"  to  identify 
an  incident. 

Connect  to  "How  did  they 
do  that?"  to  identify 
the  techniques. 

Connect  to  "How  did  they 
do  that?"  to  identify 
the  techniques. 

Connect  to  "What's  the 
point?"  to  identify 
the  attitude. 

Space  for  your  polished  responses  is  provided  in  the  Response  Booklet. 


Unite 


Section  6A:  Viewing  the  Film 


43 


Attitude  1 


Incident: 


Techniques: 
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Attitude  2: 


V' 


Incident: 


Techniques: 
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Attitude  3: 


Incident: 


Techniques: 
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Character  Traits  and  Techniques 


The  way  a director  interprets  roles  determines  the  words  and  actions  of  the  actors. 
Successful  directors  and  actors  cause  the  viewer  to  understand  characters’  feelings 
in  various  situations.  A single  action  does  not  determine  a trait,  but  it  contributes  to 
portrayal  of  certain  traits.  A character’s  responses  to  conflicting  situations  such  as 
anger  in  one  scene  and  tolerance  in  another  require  the  viewer  to  evaluate  the 
situations.  The  the  viewer  can  determine  which  trait  dominates  within  the  person. 
The  viewer  is  drawn  beyond  the  action  and  into  the  character,  and  that  leads  to 
connections  with  daily  life. 


The  characters  of  October  Sky  demonstrate  a range  of  traits  because  the  director 
intends  the  viewer  to  see  many  personalities,  just  as  in  a real  community. 

Identifying  traits  is  often  difficult.  General  descriptions  such  as  “He  cannot  wait  to 
obtain  all  the  facts  before  he  does  something  he  later  regrets”  are  not  traits.  A precise 
word  is  needed;  “He  is  impetuous”  identifies  the  trait,  which  must  be  supported  with 
details  later.  Because  you  are  expanding  your  vocabulary  continually,  the  following 
word  bank  may  be  helpful. 
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Writing  a Character  Sketch 

If  you  have  very  little  contact  with  a character,  you  may  be  able  to  identify  only  one 
trait.  For  example,  a minor  character  in  a short  story  may  be  seen  only  as  “helpful”.  As 
in  novels,  main  characters  in  film  are  portrayed  with  complex  thoughts,  feelings,  and 
motivations.  Their  lives  seem  as  complicated  as  yours  and  your  friends’.  You  have 
more  than  one  trait;  so  do  they! 

The  main  character  is  usually  the  most  complex,  portraying  several  traits  often  within 
the  same  incident.  The  viewer’s  challenge  is  often  to  limit  the  choice  of  words  and 
supporting  incidents  while  presenting  a complete  picture  of  the  person. 


Tutorial  using  October  Sky:  How  to  Plan  a Character  Sketch 


Charting  the  traits  and  support  is  a useful  beginning  to  a character  sketch. 


Homer  Hickam 


Character  Traits 

Supporting  Details 

responsible 

- quits  school  and  goes  to  work  In  the  mine  to  provide 
family  income  when  his  father  is  injured 

resourceful 

- finds  solutions  to  obstacles  to  pursue  rocketry 

• develops  a launch  site  8 miles  from  town,  but  off 
company  property 

• finds  a better  fuel  even  though  it  was  Illegal 

• obtains  a better  metal  for  the  rocket 

• finds  expertise  when  he  needs  it  (Quentin,  Mr. 

Bykovsky  and  Leon  at  the  mine's  machine  shop) 

- raises  funds  by  salvaging  abandoned  railway 
materials 

respectful 

- obeys  his  father,  moving  his  activity  from  the 
basement,  launching  from  location  beyond  mine 
property 

- speaks  with  respect  to  adults  (mother,  mine 
workers,  authorities) 

persistent 

- puts  effort  into  continuing  to  pursue  his  goal 
despite  setbacks,  misunderstandings,  and  conflicts 

• finds  better  design  and  materials  for  rockets 

• arranges  for  replacement  of  part  stolen  at  the 
science  fair 

• teaches  himself  math  required  to  determine 
location  of  the  lost  rocket 

loyal 

- fulfills  Quentin's  request  not  to  tell  the  others 
about  his  home 

- honours  Mr.  Bykovsky  by  holding  his  mine  number 
tag  when  the  science  fair  winners  are  announced 

- visits  Miss  Riley  in  hospital 
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character  sketch 

- a short 
explanation  of  a 
few  traits 
supported  by 
details 


traits 


Such  a chart  contains  several  traits  and  support.  Choosing  a few  outstanding  traits 
allows  the  writer  to  produce  a character  sketch.  Such  a sketch  is  usually  contained 
in  one  paragraph,  complete  with  topic  sentence,  development  and  support,  and  a 
concluding  statement. 


Character  Sketch  of  Homer  Hickam 


In  October  Sky,  the  main  character,  Homer  Hickam,  develops  from 
a typically  insecure  adolescent  to  a self-assured  young  man,  confident 
of  his  ability  to  meet  the  challenges  of  his  future.  His  experience  in 
developing  a science  fair  project  required  him  to  b^resourceful.  When 
his  fathsLforbade^tim'HndTns^i^ds  from  launching  rockets  on 
company  land,  he  found  a suitable  location  eight  miles  away.  When  the 
rocKets  failed  because  of  poor  design  and  poor  fuel,  he  found  solutions. 


one  invbhdng  the  purchase  of  illegal  moonshine.  Despite  failures  and 


obstacles,  he  persisted  in  his  goal  of  learning  more  about  space.  When 
he  thought  of  the  rocket  that  supposedly  causes  the  forest  fire,  he 
realized  their  rocket  was  incapable  of  such  a flight.  The  key  to  finding 
the  lost  rocket  was  learning  more  mathematics  although  he  was  working 
full-time  in  the  mine.  When  the  part  was  stolen  at  the  science  fair,  he 
never  gave  up  but  called  his  mother  who  found  help  through  his  dad 
and  the  machinists  at  the  mine.  Homer’s  resourcefulness  and 
persistence  rewarded  him  with  a gold  medal  and  with  prospects  of 
college  and  a career  beyond  the  mine. 


} 


topic 

sentence 


> 


} 


support  for 
persistence 


} 


concluding 

sentence 


1 


support  for 
resourcefulness 
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Assignment  2:  Character  Sketch 


Your  task  is  to  produce  a character  sketch  of  a supporting  character  in  October  Sky. 

a.  Choose  one  the  following  characters : 

• John  Hickam 

• Miss  Riley 

• O’dell 

• Roy  Lee 

• Quentin 


b.  Complete  a planning  chart,  identifying  at  least  five  traits  with  support. 


Name  of  Character: 


Character  Traits 

Supporting  Details 
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c.  Write  a character  sketch,  ensuring  effective  use  of 

i.  topic  sentence 

ii.  development  and  support  of  at  least  two  traits 

iii.  concluding  sentence 


Expectations  for  A Character  Sketch 


PUm  ■■  ■ 

The  student... 

Thought  and  Detail 

The  student... 

Writing  Skills 

The  student... 

Excellent 

• chooses  traits  and 
supporting  details 
skillfully 

Excellent 

• explains  the  character 
insightfully  and 
confidently 

• supports  traits  with 
precise  details 

Excellent 

• uses  skillfull,  fluent,  and 
effective  structures 

• controls  diction 
precisely 

• shows  generally  correct 
grammar  and  usage 

Proficient 

• chooses  traits  and 
supporting  details 
effectively 

Proficient 

* explains  the  character 
thoughtfully 

• supports  traits  with 
relevant  details 

Proficient 

• uses  clear  and  fluent 
structures 

• uses  specific  diction 

• uses  grammar  and  usage 
with  few  errors 

Satisfactory 
• chooses  traits  and 
supporting  details 

Satisf  QCtory 

• explains  the  character 
appropriately 

• supports  traits  with 
straightforward  details 

Satisfactory 

• uses  clear  but  ordinary 
structures 

• uses  general  diction 

• uses  generally  accurate 
grammar  and  usage 

Limited 

• chooses  insufficient 
traits  and  supporting 
details 

Limited 

• explains  the  character 
superficially  or  weakly 

• uses  vague  and/or 
repetitive  supporting 
details 

Limited 

• uses  some  ineffective 
structures 

• uses  imprecise  and/or 
very  general  diction 

• shows  weak  knowledge 
of  grammar  and  usage 

Poor 

• fails  to  choose 
appropriate  traits  and 
supporting  details 

Poor 

• fails  to  explain  the 
character 

• uses  inadequate  or  few 
supporting  details 

Poor 

• uses  unclear  structures 
frequently 

• uses  inaccurate  diction 
often 

• allows  errors  in  grammar 
and  usage  to  impede 
communication 
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Spaces  for  your  polished  planning  chart  and  character  sketch  are  provided  in  the 

Response  Booklet. 
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October  Sky  appeals  to  a broad  audience  because  it  addresses  numerous  concepts, 
including 

• father-son  conflicts 

• family  expectations 

• acceptance  by  others 

• support  of  others  in  need 

• hasty  judgments 

• role  models  / heroes 

• challenges 

The  connections  between  these  topics  and  the  lives  of  the  characters  portrayed  in  the 
film  become  themes  through  which  viewers  consider  aspects  of  their  own  or  others’ 
lives. 

For  example,  if  the  topic  of  father-son  conflicts  in  October  Sky  is  relevant  to  you,  you 
would  likely  give  a complex  statement  about  that  topic  when  a friend  asks,  “What’s  it 
about?”  Your  reply  could  show  one  of  various  perspectives: 

• A father  who  sees  his  son 's  interests  as  immature  may  impose  restrictions  that  will 
hinder  their  relationship. 

• A son  who  admires  his  father's  dedication  to  his  job  may  be  frustrated  by  the  lack 
of  time  and  attention  given  to  family  interests. 

• The  difficulties  of  father-son  conflicts,  although  painful  to  experience,  may  lead  to 
respect  and  admiration  through  some  tolerance  of  opposing  views. 

Theme  dominates  interpretive  fiction.  In  films  intended  to  develop  significant  ideas, 
theme  controls  other  elements. 


Setting 
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Theme  in  Action 


The  challenge  to  the  viewer  is  simply,  “How  did  the  film  do  that?  How  did  it  cause  me 
to  understand  this,  question  that,  or  appreciate  something  elseT 

Similar  to  a great  story,  a film  gives  the  viewer  clues  at  the  beginning.  Using  that 
limited  information,  one  makes  predictions  and  begins  to  understand  the  director’s 
purposes  for  the  film.  By  the  end  of  the  film,  those  predictions  are  fulfilled  or 
disproved.  Those  purposes  become  themes,  ideas  about  life. 

To  understand  theme,  the  viewer  must  absorb  the  effects  of  various  elements  upon  the 
main  character(s). 


• The  setting  of  October  Sky  has  a different  impact  on  Homer  than  on  his  father. 
The  mine  is  essential  to  Mr.  Hickam,  but  the  countryside  beyond  the  mine 
property  provides  Homer  with  room  to  test  the  rockets.  Russia’s  Sputnik  began 
the  space  race  of  the  1950s,  perhaps  also  signalling  a reduction  in  the 
importance  of  coal  as  a primary  fuel. 

• The  music  in  the  film  is  associated  with  various  groups.  The  youth  happily 
listen  to  rock’n  roll.  The  sound  track  guides  the  viewer  to  various  feelings  of 
the  characters.  The  songs  of  the  50s  are  used  to  suggest  outcomes.  “Many  a 
tear  has  to  fall...”  foreshadows  disappointment. 

• Other  sounds  accentuate  feelings  and  actions.  The  whine  of  the  mine 
equipment,  the  clanging  of  steel  doors,  and  the  wail  of  sirens  add  realism,  but 
they  direct  the  viewers’  attention  and  feelings  deliberately. 

• Some  simple  objects  or  actions  become  meaningful  symbols.  The  brass 
identification  disk  becomes  Homer’s  lucky  charm  as  well  as  a memorial  to  its 
owner  who  spoke  of  opportunity  and  assisting  others. 

• Techniques  using  special  effects  may  primarily  enhance  entertainment  or 
realism,  such  as  the  explosion  in  the  school  lab,  the  welding  sparks  in  the 
machine  shop,  the  collapse  in  the  pit,  or  the  failed  rockets.  Characters  acting  or 
reacting  in  such  scenes  advance  the  plot  and  contribute  to  theme. 

• Light,  colour,  and  motion  may  not  be  directly  related  to  theme.  However,  mood 
(feeling)  suggested  by  these  is  significant.  Again,  the  viewer  responds  to  the 
character  and  his  situation,  both  important  to  theme. 

No  element  of  the  film  is  left  to  chance.  Directors  use  all  elements  to  their 
advantage  in  delivering  a perspective  on  some  aspects  of  life. 
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Connecting  Techniques  and  Theme 


Consider  the  following  statement  of  theme: 

Individuals  can  accomplish  their  goals  if  they  are  determined  to 
overcome  obstacles  with  considerable  effort  and  sacrifice. 


TYitorial  using  October  Sky:  - 
How  to  Connect  Techniques  and  Theme 


In  the  following  chart,  one  character’s  connection  with  this  theme  in  shown  through 
his  involvement  with  the  supporting  elements  of  film. 


John  Hickam 


Elements 

Connections  to  Theme 

Character 

Soals:  His  goal  is  to  have  the  miners  produce  sufficient  coal  to 
make  the  mine  profitable  and  continue  to  provide  work  for  the 
community.  He  wants  his  sons  to  be  realisitic  in  choosing  careers 
- either  in  mining  or  in  sports. 

Obstacles:  The  miners'  discontentment,  Homer's  refusal  to 
adopt  “mature"  pursuits,  and  his  wife's  threat  to  leave  require 
him  to  compromise. 

Effort:  He  is  usually  busy  with  affairs  of  the  mine,  but  he  has 
time  for  son  Jim's  football  games. 

Sacrifice:  By  making  the  mine  his  prime  concern,  he  puts  his 
relationship  with  his  family  in  jeopardy.  He  has  a lung  disease, 
the  result  of  years  of  coal  dust. 

Accomplishments:  He  is  proud  of  his  expertise  with  coal  gained 
from  years  of  experience.  He  believes  he  is  a fair-minded  boss. 
Homer  shows  him  that  his  loyalty  to  the  mine  is  inspiring. 

Setting 

The  mine  is  central  in  John  Hickam's  life  because  he  is 
superintendent  of  the  mine.  Therefore,  both  above-ground  and 
below-ground  scenes  are  essential  to  show  his  knowledge  and 
responsibility  as  he  tries  to  obtain  the  best  possible  situation  for 
the  miners.  Coal  is  important  because  depletion  or  decreased 
profitability  threatens  closure  of  the  mine,  elimination  of  the 
jobs  of  the  men,  and  destruction  of  the  economy  of  the  town. 
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Symbols 

John  Hickam's  responses  to  the  telephone,  his  lifeline  to  the 
mine,  demonstrates  its  importance  in  his  life.  Often  demanding 
immediate  and  decisive  action,  it  takes  precedence  over  his 
family  life.  He  chooses  to  ignore  threats  to  his  personal  safety, 
such  as  the  unseen  spot  on  his  lung  and  the  clearly  evident  bullet 
hole  in  the  wall.  His  response  to  the  bullet  shows  understanding 
of  the  tensions  felt  by  the  miners  and  the  acceptance  of  such 
consequences  of  his  job.  At  the  end  of  the  film  as  he  places  his 
arm  around  his  son's  shoulders  while  the  rocket  soars,  his 
symbolic  gesture  shows  significant  support  for  Homer. 

Music 

No  particular  music  is  associated  with  John  Hickam.  The 
background  music  in  much  of  the  film  suggests  seriousness.  It 
suggests  continuity  and  endurance  without  abrupt  change.  When 
John  and  Homer  are  in  the  basement,  the  other  boys  having  been 
sent  home,  Homer  knows  his  decision  not  to  return  to  the  mine 
will  end  the  pride  his  father  has  expressed  in  him  for  helping  the 
family.  The  music  slowly  rises  to  accompany  John  as  he  trudges 
up  the  stairs,  producing  a feeling  of  sorrow,  of  disappointment, 
and  of  acceptance. 

Techniques 

The  sound  of  machinery  and  the  blackness  of  coal  dust  dominate 
the  life  of  John  Hickam  at  the  mine.  Although  clean  in  other 
environments,  he  cannot  disguise  his  cough  that  emphasizes  the 
effect  on  his  health.  The  recurring  motion  of  the  cage  taking 
the  miners  down  to  the  coalface  threatens.  The  siren  jolts  John 
because  of  possible  lost  men  or  lost  productivity.  Close-up  and 
medium  shots  show  a man  with  heavy  responsibilities  on  his  bent 
shoulders  and  contempt  for  inattention  or  inefficient  behaviour. 
Anger  and  control  are  often  portrayed.  When  he  is  injured  and 
Homer  goes  to  work  so  Jim  can  continue  school  to  receive  a 
scholarship,  his  bandages  show  his  vulnerability  while  his  voice 
shows  kindness. 

Plot 

John  Hickam's  goal  is  the  continued  profitability  of  the  mine, 
ensuring  his  and  the  miner's  jobs.  When  Homer's  interests  seem 
to  interrupt  John,  he  quickly  returns  to  duty  even  at  danger  to 
himself.  As  a father,  he  is  aware  of  Homer's  goals  and  he 
disapproves.  Only  upon  the  demands  of  his  wife  does  he  actually 
contribute  to  Homer's  achievement. 
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; ‘^"Assignment  1:  Techniques  and  Theme 


You  have  been  considering  the  following  statement  of  theme  in  relation  to  John 
Hickam: 


Individuals  can  accomplish  their  goals  if  they  are  determined  to 
overcome  obstacles  with  considerable  effort  and  sacrifice. 


o 


COMPLETE  the  following  chart  with  details  of  Homer’s  experiences  that  support  this 
theme.  In  doing  so,  you  will  consider  his  involvement  with  the  supporting  elements  of 
film.  Your  responses  will  depend  on  your  perception  of  the  events  of  the  film,  but  your 
goal  is  to  support  the  statement  of  theme  as  it  applies  to  Homer. 


Homer  Hickam 


Elements 

Connections  to  Theme 

Character 

^oals : 

Obstacles : 

Effort: 

Socrifice: 

Accomplishments : 

O 
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Setting 

Symbols 

Music 

Techniques 

Plot 

space  for  polished  work  is  available  in  the  Response  Booklet. 


i II, 

Proceed  to  the  RRSP  and  Final  Assignment  located  at  the  end  of  the  booklet. 
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Choice  B: 


The  strategies  you  followed  to  study  “Heat  Lightning”  helped  you  become  a more 
critical  viewer  of  plays.  Adapting  and  applying  those  strategies  to  film  will  make  you 
more  sophisticated  in  your  responses  and  better  able  to  defend  your  opinions. 


Strategy  1:  Research  the  Author/Director  and  Film  History 


Some  background  information  is  beneficial  in  understanding  and  appreciating  films. 
Unfortunately,  not  all  desired  information  is  readily  available.  However,  a search  will 
satisfy  some  of  your  curiosity. 


Assignment  1:  Background 


Libraries  and  the  Internet  are  excellent  sources  for  information.  An  on-line  movie 

review  of  limited  quality  for  October  Sky  is  provided  in  Between  the  Lines, 

pp.  190-192.  You  may  find  other  reviews  in  newspapers,  magazines,  or  on  the  Internet, 


COMPLETE  the  following  chart,  which  provides  some  general  questions. 

• Add  more  questions  that  you  may  have  before  you  view  your  chosen  film. 

• Obtain  answers  from  the  sources  available  to  you,  such  as  reference  books  or 
Internet  sites. 

• Indicate  the  source  of  each  answer.  For  help  with  bibliographic  entries,  see 
Communicate,  179-180. 

You  will  be  credited  for  your  questions  and  for  any  answers  you  can  find.  You  may 
be  unable  to  find  answers  to  some  of  your  questions. 
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Questions  and  Answers: 

Sources: 

Question:  Is  the  film  based  on  a real 
event  or  character?  Explain. 

Answer: 

Question:  When  and  where  was  the 
film  produced? 

Answer: 

Question:  What  sorts  of  films  have 
been  produced  by  this  director? 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

Space  for  polished  work  is  provided  in  the  Response  Booklet. 
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In  Assignment  1 , you  acquired  some  knowledge  of  the  film.  Therefore,  you  will  likely 
have  some  expectations  of  the  action  that  follows  in  the  film. 


Strategy  2:  Viewing  the  Introduction 


VIEW  the  beginning  of  the  film — stopping  the  film  after  the  introduction  (often 
approximately  5 to  8 minutes). 


This  beginning  segment  usually  introduces  you  to  the  characters,  their  environment,  and 
their  situation. 
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Venn  diagram  - 

'interlocking 
circles  used  to 
show  a 

combination  of 
unique  and 
shared  items  or 
traits 


Assignment  Concerns 


CONSTRUCT  a Venn  diagram  to  show  conflicting  concerns  about  some  issue  or 
conflicting  approaches  to  shared  concerns.  Your  responses  should  show  that  you  are 
aware  of  the  details  of  background  information  and  are  ready  for  the  interaction  of  the 
characters. 


Concerns 


* ^ 


Space  for  your  polished  response  is  provided  in  the  Response  Booklet. 
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What’s  going  to  happen  next? 


Active  viewers  predict  possibilities  of  conflict  and/or  cooperation  among  characters 
in  any  fdm  they  watch.  Predicting  shows  the  viewer  is  involved  from  the  beginning, 
it  promotes  understanding  of  the  writer  and  director’s  purposes,  and  it  can  be  fun! 
The  predictions  may  be  incorrect,  of  course,  but  viewers  enjoy  thinking  about  why 
they  were  right  or  wrong.  A bit  of  mystery  attracts  many! 

Assignment  2:  Predictions  " , 

COMPLETE  the  following  chart  to  show  your  predictions  for  actions  in  the  film. 
Your  predictions  should  be  sensible  and  logically  connected  to  your  observations. 
(Don’t  worry!  You’ll  not  be  penalized  if  your  predictions  are  proven  inaccurate 
later.) 

a.  Make  three  significant  observations  of  events  shown  within  the  first  several 
minutes  of  the  film.  Your  observations  should  accurately  describe  details 
within  the  opening  segment. 

b.  Then,  provide  a prediction  based  on  each  observation.  An  example  is 
given. 

A chart  for  your  polished  responses  is  provided  in  the  Response  Booklet. 
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Predictions 


Observotion  1: 


Prediction  1: 


Observation  2: 


Prediction  2: 


Observation  3 : 


Prediction  3: 
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READ  the  assignments  in  this  section.  This  will  help  direct  your  attention  to  various 
aspects  of  the  film.  Of  course,  you  may  view  the  film  as  often  as  you  wish  to  observe 
specific  details  in  response  to  the  assignments. 


Strategy  3:  Viewing  the  Film 

VIEW  the  remainder  of  your  chosen  film. 


Journal  2:  Responding  to  a Film 


Your  reaction  to  your  chosen  film  is  probably  quite  strong,  but  any  reaction  requires 
support.  The  simply-stated  assignment  is  “Did  you  like  it?”  Perhaps  you  need  more 
questions  to  help  you  construct  a personal  response  to  the  film.  Use  any  of  the 
following  if  you  wish,  but  your  response  must  be  at  least  one  page  rather  than  a 
shopping  list  of  answers.  You  may  certainly  criticize  as  well  as  praise  the  film. 

• Did  you  enjoy  this  film? 

• Did  this  film  remind  you  of  anything  in  your  own  life? 

• Did  this  film  remind  you  of  any  other  films? 

• What  were  your  favourite  scenes  in  this  film? 

• What  scenes  in  this  film  did  you  dislike? 

• Did  the  characters  seem  real  to  you? 

• Did  everything  in  this  film  seem  logical,  reasonable,  and/or  sensible? 

• Did  this  film  suggest  anything  interesting  about  people  or  their  behaviour? 

• Did  the  music,  camera  angles,  lighting,  etc.  seem  appropriate? 

• Were  you  surprised  by  any  of  the  characters’  actions? 

Space  for  your  polished  response  is  provided  in  the  Response  Booklet. 
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Attitudes  and  Techniques 

Playwrights  often  include  stage  directions  with  the  dialogue  on  their  scripts.  Details 
of  production  are  often  of  more  concern  to  screen  writers  than  to  playwrights.  Film 
directors  have  the  challenge  of  controlling  all  details,  a task  involving  much  more 
that  telling  actors  how  to  smile  and  camera  operators  where  to  shoot.  The  director 
must  use  skills  and  insights  to  direct  actors  and  crew  to  ensure  details  develop 
attitudes  that  lead  to  ideas.  A successful  director’s  creation  will  cause  the  viewer  to 
understand  characters’  feelings  in  various  situations.  The  viewer  can  be  drawn 
beyond  the  action  and  into  the  ideas  of  the  film.  Such  is  the  journey  into 
interpretive  visual  literacy. 

The  other  choice  of  film  offered  in  this  unit,  October  Sky,  appeals  to  a broad 
audience  because  it  addresses  numerous  attitudes.  Place  a checkmark  (v^)  in  front 
of  those  that  are  important  in  your  chosen  film,  and  add  others. 

frustration  aggression  

admiration  courage 

determination  dedication 

trust  enthusiasm 

loyalty  kindness  

acceptance  responsibility  

support  sincerity 

pride  prejudice 

humour  curiosity 


The  director  uses  the  elements  of  visual  literacy  to  connect  attitudes  displayed  by 
characters  to  his  message  about  life.  Techniques  such  as  the  following  are  important 
tools  of  the  director: 


• camera 
angle 

• blocking/ 
tracking 


• lighting 

• music 

• sound 

• colour 


• image 

• shape 

• composition 

• symbols 
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prejudice  - 

hasty  judgement 
)based  on 
assumptions 


The  relationship  of  techniques  to  attitudes  is  shown  in  the  following  example  from 
October  Sky.  Reading  it  carefully  may  assist  you  in  understanding  the  relationships 
you  should  identify  in  your  chosen  film.  Four  techniques  show  evidence  of  one 
attitude  seen  in  one  incident. 


Attitude:  prejudice 

Incident:  When  a rocket  is  presented  as  the  cause  of  the  forest  fire  and  the  high 
school  principal,  Mr.  Turner,  accepts  the  assumption  that  the  boys  are  responsible  for 
starting  the  fire,  prejudice  is  shown.  The  police  and  the  principal  assume  the  rocket 
belongs  to  the  boys  because  the  newspaper  reported  details  of  their  recent  successful 
launch  and  the  boys  have  not  found  their  rocket.  This  judgement  is  based  on 
inconclusive  evidence;  other  possibilities  are  not  considered. 

Techniques:  camera  angle,  movement  (tracking),  lighting,  composition 

A low  angle  shot  shows  policemen  with  the  principal  descending  from  the  school 
doors  upon  a small  group  of  students  at  the  bottom  of  the  school  steps.  This  shot 
emphasizes  the  size,  strength,  and  power  of  police  and  school  authorities  over  the 
students,  represented  by  Homer  signing  Dorothy’s  newspaper.  In  a tracking  shot, 
the  camera  follows  Miss  Riley  as  she  rushes  to  the  office  where  she  is  amazed  and 
furious.  In  contrast  to  the  profile  of  the  principal  in  shadow.  Miss  Riley’s  face  is 
fully  lighted  when  she  says,  “You  have  these  boys  in  handcuffs  in  a high  school,  Mr 
Turner!”  The  camera  moves  to  a close-up  of  the  wrists  of  the  boys  who  are 
deliberately  seated  on  the  principal’s  bench.  This  shot  is  composed  so  that  Homer’s 
dejected  face  is  the  focus.  As  Homer  leans  back,  the  faces  of  the  other  boys 
similarly  show  they  are  convinced  of  their  own  guilt. 
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Assignment  1:  Attitudes,  Incidents,  and  Techniques 

Show  how  the  director  uses  elements  of  visual  literacy  to  demonstrate  specific 
attitudes. 

The  example  given  above  demonstrates  appropriate  organization  for  your  responses, 
a.  Choose  three  attitudes  from  the  list  on  the  previous  page. 


1. 

2. 

3. 


b.  Place  your  responses  in  the  charts  on  the  following  pages. 

• Choose  an  incident  in  the  film  in  which  the  attitude  is  evident. 

• Discuss  how  effectively  the  director  develops  the  attitude,  referring  to  a 
minimum  of  four  techniques  to  support  your  conclusions. 


Tips  to  Connect  Incidents,  Attitudes,  and  Techniques 


Follow  one  of  these  routes  to  success! 


Recall  a specif  ic  INCIDENT  Focus  on  an  ATTITUDE.  Identify  a TECHNIQUE. 


Decide  on  "What's  the 
point?"  to  identify 
the  attitude. 


Decide  on  "Where  was 
that  shown?"  to  identify 
an  incident. 


Decide  "Where  did  they 
do  that?"  to  identify 
an  incident. 


Connect  to  "How  did  they 
do  that?"  to  identify 
the  techniques. 


Connect  to  "How  did  they 
do  that?"  to  identify 
the  techniques. 


Connect  to  "What's  the 
point?"  to  identify 
the  attitude. 


Space  for  your  polished  response  is  provided  in  the  Response  Booklet. 
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Attitude  1: 


Incident: 


Techniques: 


Section  6B:  Viewing  tlie  Film 


Englisli20^2  Unite 


Attitude  2 


Incident-: 


Techniques: 
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Attitude  3: 


Incident: 


Techniques: 
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Character  Traits  and  Techniques 


The  way  a director  interprets  determines  the  words  and  actions  of  the  actors. 
Successful  directors  and  actors  cause  the  viewer  to  understand  characters’  feelings 
in  various  situations.  A single  action  does  not  determine  a trait,  but  it  contributes  to 
portrayal  of  certain  traits.  A character’s  responses  to  conflicting  situations  such  as 
anger  in  one  scene  and  tolerance  in  another  require  the  viewer  to  evaluate  the 
situations.  Then  the  viewer  can  determine  which  trait  dominates  within  the  person. 
The  viewer  is  drawn  beyond  the  action  and  into  the  character,  and  that  leads  to 
connections  with  daily  life. 

The  characters  in  most  films  demonstrate  a range  of  traits  because  the  director 
intends  the  viewer  to  see  many  personalities,  just  as  in  a real  community. 

Identifying  traits  is  often  difficult.  General  descriptions  such  as  “He  cannot  wait  to 
obtain  all  the  facts  before  he  does  something  he  later  regrets”  are  not  traits.  A precise 
word  is  needed;  “He  is  impetuous”  identifies  the  trait,  which  must  be  supported  with 
details  later.  Because  you  are  expanding  your  vocabulary  continual,  the  following 
word  bank  may  be  helpful. 
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Writing  a Character  Sketch 

If  you  have  very  little  contact  with  a character,  you  may  be  able  to  identify  only  one 
trait.  For  example,  a minor  character  in  a short  story  may  be  seen  only  as  “helpful”.  As 
in  novels,  main  characters  are  portrayed  with  complex  thoughts,  feelings,  and 
motivations.  Their  lives  seem  as  complicated  as  yours  and  your  friends’.  You  have 
more  than  one  trait;  so  do  they! 

The  main  character  is  usually  the  most  complex,  portraying  several  traits  often  within 
the  same  incident.  The  viewer’s  challenge  is  often  to  limit  the  choice  of  words  and 
supporting  incidents  while  obtaining  a complete  picture  of  the  person. 


I\itorial  using  October  Sky:  How  to  Plan  a Character  Sketch 

Charting  the  traits  and  support  is  a useful  beginning  to  a character  sketch.  The 
following  example  from  October  Sky  may  be  a tutorial  useful  to  you  in  preparing  a 
character  sketch  for  the  character  of  your  choice  in  your  chosen  film. 

Homer  Hickam 


Character  Traits 

Supporting  Details 

responsible 

- quits  school  and  goes  to  work  in  the  mine  to  provide 
family  income  when  his  father  is  injured 

resourceful 

- finds  solutions  to  obstacles  to  pursue  rocketry 

• develops  a launch  site  8 miles  from  town,  but  off 
company  property 

• finds  a better  fuel  even  though  it  was  illegal 

• obtains  a better  metal  for  the  rocket 

• finds  expertise  when  he  needs  it  (Quentin,  Mr. 
Bykovsky  and  Leon  at  the  mine's  machine  shop) 

- raises  funds  by  salvaging  abandoned  railway  materials 

respectful 

- obeys  his  father,  moving  his  activity  from  the 
basement,  launching  from  location  beyond  mine 
property 

- speaks  with  respect  to  adults  (mother,  mine  workers, 
authorities) 

persistent 

- puts  effort  into  continuing  to  pursue  his  goal  despite 
setbacks,  misunderstandings,  and  conflicts 

• finds  better  design  and  materials  for  rockets 

• arranges  for  replacement  of  part  stolen  at  the 
science  fair 

• teaches  himself  math  required  to  determine  location 
of  the  lost  rocket 

loyal 

- fulfills  Quentin's  request  not  to  tell  the  others  about 
his  home 

- honours  Mr.  Bykovsky  by  holding  his  mine  number  tag 
when  the  science  fair  winners  are  announced 

- visits  Miss  Riley  in  hospital 
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character  sketch 

- a short 
explanation  of  a 
few  traits 
supported  by 
details 


traits 


Such  a chart  contains  several  traits  and  support.  Choosing  a few  outstanding  traits 
allows  the  writer  to  produce  a character  sketch.  Such  a sketch  is  usually  contained 
in  one  paragraph,  complete  with  topic  sentence,  development  and  support,  and  a 
concluding  statement. 


Character  Sketch  of  Homer  Hickam 

In  October  Sky,  the  main  character,  Homer  Hickam,  develops  from 
a typically  insecure  adolescent  to  a self-assured  young  man,  confident 
of  his  ability  to  meet  the  challenges  of  his  future.  His  experience  in 
developing  a science  fair  project  required  him  to  b^resourceful.  When 
his  fathejLforbadednm'andTu^Mends  from  launching  rockets  on 
company  land,  he  found  a suitable  location  eight  miles  away.  When  the 
rcw  :ets  failed  because  of  poor  design  and  poor  fuel,  he  found  solutions. 


one  invbiymg  the  purchase  of  illegal  moonshine.  Despite  failures  and 
obstacles,  he  persisted  in  his  goal  of  learning  more  about  space.  When 
he  thought  of  the  rocket  that  supposedly  causes  the  forest  fire,  he 
realized  their  rocket  was  incapable  of  such  a flight.  The  key  to  finding 
the  lost  rocket  was  learning  more  mathematics  although  he  was  working 
full-time  in  the  mine.  When  the  part  was  stolen  at  the  science  fair,  he 
never  gave  up  but  called  his  mother  who  found  help  through  his  dad 
and  the  machinists  at  the  mine.  Homer’s  resourcefulness  and 
persistence  rewarded  him  with  a gold  medal  and  with  prospects  of 
college  and  a career  beyond  the  mine. 


} 


topic 

sentence 


} 


support  for 
resourcefulness 


} 


support  for 
persistence 


} 


concluding 

sentence 
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Your  task  is  to  produce  a character  sketch  of  a character  in  your  chosen  film. 

a.  Choose  one  character. 

b.  Complete  a planning  chart,  identifying  at  least  five  traits  with  support. 


Name  of  Character: 


Character  Traits 

Supporting  Details 
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c.  Write  a character  sketch,  ensuring  effective  use  of 

i.  topic  sentence 

ii.  development  and  support  of  at  least  t^  dominant  traits 

iii.  concluding  sentence 


Expectations  for  A Character  Sketch 


Plan 

The  student... 

Thought  and  Detail 

The  student... 

Writing  Skills 

The  student...  1 

Excellent 

• chooses  traits  and 
supporting  details 
skillfully 

Excellent 

• explains  the  character 
insightfully  and 
confidently 

* supports  traits  with 
precise  details 

Excellent 

• uses  skillfull,  fluent,  and 
effective  structures 

• controls  diction 
precisely 

• shows  generally  correct 
grammar  and  usage 

Proficient 

• chooses  traits  and 
supporting  details 
effectively 

Proficient 

• explains  the  character 
thoughtfully 

• supports  traits  with 
relevant  details 

Proficient 

• uses  clear  and  fluent 
structures 

• uses  specific  diction 

• uses  grammar  and  usage 
with  few  errors 

Satisfactory 
• chooses  traits  and 
supporting  details 

Satlsf  actory 

• explains  the  character 
appropriately 

• supports  traits  with 
straightforward  details 

Satisfactory 

• uses  clear  but  ordinary 
structures 

• uses  general  diction 

• uses  generally  accurate 
grammar  and  usage 

Limited 

• chooses  insufficient 
traits  and  supporting 
details 

Limited 

• explains  the  character 
superficially  or  weakly 

• uses  vague  and/or 
repetitive  supporting 
details 

Limited 

• uses  some  ineffective 
structures 

• uses  imprecise  and/or 
very  general  diction 

• shows  weak  knowledge 
of  grammar  and  usage 

Poor 

• fails  to  choose 
appropriate  traits  and 
supporting  details 

Poor 

• fails  to  explain  the 
character 

* uses  inadequate  or  few 
supporting  details 

Poor 

• uses  unclear  structures 
frequently 

• uses  Inaccurate  diction 
often 

• allows  errors  in  grammar 
and  usage  to  impede 
communication 
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Space  for  your  polished  work  is  provided  in  the  Response  Booklet. 
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Your  chosen  film  may  appeal  to  a broad  audience  because  it  addresses  numerous 
concepts,  such  as  the  following.  Checkmark  any  that  apply  and  add  to  the  list 
for  your  chosen  film. 

father- son  conflicts  

family  expectations 

acceptance  by  others 

support  of  others  in  need  

hasty  judgments 

role  models  / heroes 

challenges  

The  connections  between  these  topics  and  the  lives  of  the  characters  portrayed  in  the 
film  become  themes  through  which  viewers  consider  aspects  of  their  own  or  others’ 
lives. 


For  example,  if  the  topic  of  father- son  conflicts  in  October  Sky  is  relevant  to  you, 
you  would  likely  give  a complex  statement  about  that  topic  when  a friend  asks, 
“What’s  it  about?”  Your  reply  could  show  one  of  various  perspectives: 

• A father  who  sees  his  son ’s  interests  as  immature  may  impose  restrictions  that 
will  hinder  their  relationship. 

• A son  who  admires  his  father’s  dedication  to  his  job  may  be  frustrated  by  the 
lack  of  time  and  attention  given  to  family  interests. 

• The  difficulties  of  father-son  conflicts,  although  painful  to  experience,  may  lead 
to  respect  and  admiration  through  some  tolerance  of  opposing  views. 


Theme  dominates  interpretive  fiction.  In  films  intended  to  develop  significant  ideas, 
theme  controls  other  elements.  symbols 


Music 


Setting 


Plot  

Techniques 
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Theme  in  Action 


The  challenge  to  the  viewer  is  simply,  “How  did  the  film  do  that?  How  did  it  cause 
me  to  understand  this,  question  that,  or  appreciate  something  elseT 

Similar  to  a great  story,  a film  gives  the  viewer  clues  at  the  beginning.  Using  that 
limited  information,  one  makes  predictions  and  begins  to  understand  the  director’s 
purposes  for  the  film.  By  the  end  of  the  film,  those  predictions  are  fulfilled  or 
disproved.  Those  purposes  become  themes,  ideas  about  life. 

To  understand  theme,  the  viewer  must  absorb  the  effects  of  various  elements  upon  the 
main  character(s).  Reading  the  following  about  October  Sky  will  enable  you  to 
understand  the  type  of  comments  and  observations  expected. 

• The  setting  of  October  Sky  has  a different  impact  on  Homer  than  on  his  father. 
The  mine  is  essential  to  Mr.  Hickam,  but  the  countryside  beyond  the  mine 
property  provides  Homer  with  room  to  test  the  rockets.  Russia’s  Sputnik  began 
the  space  race  of  the  1950s,  perhaps  also  signalling  a reduction  in  the 
importance  of  coal  as  a primary  fuel. 

• The  music  in  the  film  is  associated  with  various  groups.  The  youth  happily 
listen  to  rock’n  roll.  The  sound  track  guides  the  viewer  to  various  feelings  of 
the  characters.  The  songs  of  the  50s  are  used  to  suggest  outcomes.  “Many  a 
tear  has  to  fall...”  foreshadows  disappointment. 

• Other  sounds  accentuate  feelings  and  actions.  The  whine  of  the  mine 
equipment,  the  clanging  of  steel  doors,  and  the  wail  of  sirens  add  realism,  but 
they  direct  the  viewers’  attention  and  feelings  deliberately. 

• Some  simple  objects  or  actions  become  meaningful  symbols.  The  brass 
identification  disk  becomes  Homer’s  lucky  charm  as  well  as  a memorial  to  its 
owner  who  spoke  of  opportunity  and  assisting  others. 

• Techniques  using  special  effects  may  primarily  enhance  entertainment  or 
realism,  such  as  the  explosion  in  the  school  lab,  the  welding  sparks  in  the 
machine  shop,  the  collapse  in  the  pit,  or  the  failed  rockets.  Characters  acting  or 
reacting  in  such  scenes  advance  the  plot  and  contribute  to  theme. 

• Light,  colour,  and  motion  may  not  be  directly  related  to  theme.  However,  mood 
(feeling)  suggested  by  these  is  significant.  Again,  the  viewer  responds  to  the 
character  and  his  situation,  both  important  to  theme. 

No  element  of  the  film  is  left  to  chance.  Directors  use  all  elements  to  their 
advantage  in  delivering  a perspective  on  some  aspects  of  life. 
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Connecting  Techniques  and  Theme 


Consider  the  following  statement  of  theme: 


Individuals  can  accomplish  their  goals  if  they  are  determined  to 
overcome  obstacles  vrith  considerable  effort  and  sacrifice. 


l\itorial  using 

How  to  Connect  Techniques  and  Theme 


In  the  following  chart,  one  character’s  connection  with  this  theme  in  shown  through 
his  involvement  with  the  supporting  elements  of  October  Sky. 

John  Hickam 


Elements 


Connections  to  Theme 


Character 


Goals:  His  goal  is  to  have  the  miners  produce  sufficient  coal  to 
make  the  mine  profitable  and  continue  to  provide  work  for  the 
community.  He  wants  his  sons  to  be  realisitic  in  choosing  careers 
- either  in  mining  or  in  sports. 

Obstacles:  The  miners'  discontentment,  Homer's  refusal  to 
adopt  “mature"  pursuits,  and  his  wife's  threat  to  leave  require 
him  to  compromise. 

Effort:  He  is  usually  busy  with  affairs  of  the  mine,  but  he  has 
time  for  son  Jim's  football  games. 

Sacrifice:  By  making  the  mine  his  prime  concern,  he  puts  his 
relationship  with  his  family  in  jeopardy.  He  has  a lung  disease, 
the  result  of  years  of  coal  dust. 

Accomplishments:  He  is  proud  of  his  expertise  with  coal  gained 
from  years  of  experience.  He  believes  he  is  a fair-minded  boss. 
Homer  shows  him  that  his  loyalty  to  the  mine  is  inspiring. 


Setting 


The  mine  is  central  in  John  Hickam's  life  because  he  is 
superintendent  of  the  mine.  Therefore,  both  above-ground  and 
below-ground  scenes  are  essential  to  show  his  knowledge  and 
responsibility  as  he  tries  to  obtain  the  best  possible  situation  for 
the  miners.  Coal  is  important  because  depletion  or  decreased 
profitability  threatens  closure  of  the  mine,  elimination  of  the 
jobs  of  the  men,  and  destruction  of  the  economy  of  the  town. 
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Symbols 

John  Hickam's  responses  to  the  telephone,  his  lifeline  to  the 
mine,  demonstrates  its  importance  in  his  life.  Often  demanding 
immediate  and  decisive  action,  it  takes  precedence  over  his 
family  life.  He  chooses  to  ignore  threats  to  his  personal  safety, 
such  as  the  unseen  spot  on  his  lung  and  the  clearly  evident  bullet 
hole  in  the  wall.  His  response  to  the  bullet  shows  understanding 
of  the  tensions  felt  by  the  miners  and  the  acceptance  of  such 
consequences  of  his  job.  At  the  end  of  the  film  as  he  places  his 
arm  around  his  son's  shoulders  while  the  rocket  soars,  his 
symbolic  gesture  shows  significant  support  for  Homer. 

Music 

No  particular  music  is  associated  with  John  Hickam.  The 
background  music  in  much  of  the  film  suggests  seriousness.  It 
suggests  continuity  and  endurance  without  abrupt  change.  When 
John  and  Homer  are  in  the  basement,  the  other  boys  having  been 
sent  home,  Homer  knows  his  decision  not  to  return  to  the  mine 
will  end  the  pride  his  father  has  expressed  in  him  for  helping  the 
family.  The  music  slowly  rises  to  accompany  John  as  he  trudges 
up  the  stairs,  producing  a feeling  of  sorrow,  of  disappointment, 
and  of  acceptance. 

Techniques 

The  sound  of  machinery  and  the  blackness  of  coal  dust  dominate 
the  life  of  John  Hickam  at  the  mine.  Although  clean  in  other 
environments,  he  cannot  disguise  his  cough  that  emphasizes  the 
effect  on  his  health.  The  recurring  motion  of  the  cage  taking 
the  miners  down  to  the  coalface  threatens.  The  siren  jolts  John 
because  of  possible  lost  men  or  lost  productivity.  Close-up  and 
medium  shots  show  a man  with  heavy  responsibilities  on  his  bent 
shoulders  and  contempt  for  inattention  or  inefficient  behaviour. 
Anger  and  control  are  often  portrayed.  When  he  is  injured  and 
Homer  goes  to  work  so  Jim  can  continue  school  to  receive  a 
scholarship,  his  bandages  show  his  vulnerability  while  his  voice 
shows  kindness. 

Plot 

John  Hickam's  goal  is  the  continued  profitability  of  the  mine, 
ensuring  his  and  the  miner's  jobs.  When  Homer's  interests  seem 
to  interrupt  John,  he  quickly  returns  to  duty  even  at  danger  to 
himself.  As  a father,  he  is  aware  of  Homer's  goals  and  he 
disapproves.  Only  upon  the  demands  of  his  wife  does  he  actually 
contribute  to  Homer's  achievement. 
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Assignment!:  Techniques arittTheine 


In  the  previous  tutorial,  you  have  been  considering  a statement  of  theme  in  relation  to 
John  Hickam.  Write  a statement  of  theme  that  the  details  of  your  chosen  film  will 
support. 


COMPLETE  the  following  chart  with  details  of  one  character’s  experiences  that 
support  this  theme.  In  doing  so,  you  will  consider  the  character’s  involvement  with  the 
supporting  elements  of  film.  Your  responses  will  depend  on  your  perception  of  the 
events  of  the  film,  but  your  goal  is  to  support  the  statement  of  theme  as  it  applies  to 
your  chosen  character. 


Name  of  Character: 


Elements 

Connections  to  Theme 

Character 

Goals: 

Obstacles: 

Effort: 

Sacrifice : 

Accomplishments : 
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Setting 

Symbols 

Music 

Techniques 

Plot 

space  for  polished  work  is  provided  in  the  Response  Booklet. 


Proceed  to  RRSP  and  Final  Unit  Assignment  to  complete  this  unit. 
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RRSP  “ Revision  and  Review  for  Success  and  Payment 


Punctuation 


In  the  writing  process,  editing  is  where  pride  in  your  work  “kicks  in”.  Attention  to 
punctuation  will  result  in  effective  communication.  Your  concern  for  this  aspect  of 
writing  assists  the  reader  to  understand  the  complexity  of  your  thoughts. 


Helpful  information  about  punctuation  is  provided  on  in  Communicate,  pp  125-131. 


“Punctuation”  refers  to  specific  devices  used  in  writing  to  separate  sentences  and  their 
elements.  These  marks  help  clarify  meaning  within  a piece  of  writing  because  they 
indicate  where  the  reader  is  to  pause,  to  stop,  to  make  a statement,  to  ask  a question,  or 
to  express  emotion. 

A.  READ  “Period,  Question  Mark,  Exclamation  Mark”,  p.  125,  and  “Comma” 
pp.  126-127  in  Communicate  to  learn  how  to  use  these  four  marks  of 
punctuation  in  sentences. 

Apply  the  information  regarding  uses  of  period,  question  mark, 
exclamation  mark  and  comma  to  the  exercise  in  the  Response  Booklet. 

B.  READ  “Colon,  Apostrophe”,  pp.  127-129  in  Communicate,  to  learn  how 
these  are  used  in  sentences. 

Apply  the  information  regarding  the  use  of  colon  and  apostrophe  to  the 
exercise  in  the  Response  Booklet. 

C.  READ  “Quotation  Marks”,  pp.  129-131  in  Communicate,  to  learn  how  these 
are  used  in  sentences. 

Apply  the  information  regarding  the  use  of  quotation  marks  to  the  exercise  in 

the  Response  Booklet. 
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You  have  completed  Unit  6:  Exploring  Attitudes  in  Drama  in  English  20-2. 

• You  used  Communicate  to  understand  strategies  of  reading  drama  and  viewing 
film. 

• You  read  and  listened  to  a play. 

• You  wrote  journals. 

• You  showed  your  understanding  of  staging,  characters,  plot,  and  filming 
techniques. 

• You  viewed  a film. 

• You  wrote  a character  sketch. 

• You  realized  the  connection  of  theme  with  dramatic  and  film  techniques. 

• You  completed  structural  exercises. 

• You  have  completed  all  Response  Booklet  assignments. 

• You  were  busy! 


Final  Assignment:  Reflecting  bn  Drama 


3 


In  this  last  assignment  you  will  reflect  on  your  progress  during  this  unit.  Viewing, 
listening,  and  reading  drama  is  somewhat  like  being  in  school;  you  are  required  to 
participate.  In  fact,  the  writer/director/teacher  manipulates  you — takes  you  places  you 
may  not  have  chosen  and  makes  you  think  in  ways  you  may  not  have  imagined! 
(Teachers  aren’t  as  effective  as  advertisers  in  this,  but  they  try!) 

In  a two-part  journal  entry  of  about  a page,  respond  to  anS 
author’s/director’s  manipulation  of  the  reader/viewer. 


1 . In  part  one,  consider  the  role  of  the  director  of  the  film  you  studied  in 
controlling  and  directing  your  thoughts  and  feelings.  How  has  the  director  of 
this  film  manipulated  you?  Some  added  questions  may  be  helpful. 

• In  what  way  have  your  feelings  about  characters  or  situations  been  controlled? 

• How  accurate  were  your  predictions  in  Assignment  3? 

• How  does  the  director  create  suspense? 

• Has  the  director  taken  you  to  thoughts  and  feelings  that  you  had  not 
considered? 

• Are  your  feelings  about  some  characters  different  than  when  you  first  met 
them? 

• How  did  the  director  force  you  to  determine  “good  guy”  and  “bad  guy”? 

• At  what  point  in  the  movie  did  you  realize  you  were  being  manipulated? 

2.  In  part  two,  consider  such  control  in  any  or  all  films,  giving  support  with 
examples  from  other  films. 

• Do  you  like  to  have  your  thoughts  and  feelings  controlled  by  a film  director? 

• To  what  extent  do  directors  challenge  your  opinions? 

• Do  directors  invite  you  or  allow  you  to  form  your  own  conclusions? 

Space  is  available  for  your  finished  copy  in  the  Response  Booklet. 
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Final  Assignment:  Reflecting  on  Drama 


Unit  6 has  no  assignments  to  be  placed  in  your  Creative  Portfolio — unless  you  insist  on 
writing  a complete  script  for  a radio  drama  or  screen  play ! 

Remember  that  your  Creative  Portfolio  must  be  sent  with  this  unit. 

Because  such  a collection  is  worth  keeping  as  a record  of  your  creativity,  it  should  be  a 
separate  bound  folder  (such  as  duo-tang  or  key-tab  folder)  including 

1 . Title  page 

2.  Unit  1 Section  3 

3.  Unit  2 Section  4 

4.  Unit  4 Section  6(1) 

5.  Unit  4 Section  6 (2) 

6.  Unit  5 Section  9A  or  8B  (Culminating  Assignment) 

You  are  ready  to  celebrate  your  achievements,  and  send  your  work  for  grading. 

You  may  proceed  to  Unit  7:  Searching  for  Success. 
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Unit?:  Searching  for  Success 


While  Studying  a variety  of  functional  and  literary  forms  of  expression,  you  have 
accomplished  more  than  improve  your  reading  and  writing  skills.  You  have  also 
focused  on  the  importance  of  clear  communication. 

In  Units,  Preparing  for  Work,  you  progressed  through  several  activities  that  assisted 
you  in  preparing  your  own  resume,  application  forms,  and  cover  letters.  Now,  as  you 
face  Grade  12  and  a future  beyond  high  school,  you  need  to  be  concerned  about 
preparing  yourself  for  further  training  in  a career. 

In  Unit  7,  Searching  for  Success,  you  will 

• complete  a Career  Search 

• propose  a course  of  action  for  yourself 

• compile  a Career  Portfolio 

• prepare  for  your  final  exam 

Explanations  and  instructions  are  given  in  this  Student  Booklet.  Spaces  for  finished 
answers  are  provided  in  the  accompanying  Response  Booklet. 
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Searching  for  a Career 


What  career  shall  you  choose?  Our  modem  industrialized  and  technical  society  offers 
seemingly  endless  possibilities.  As  new  jobs  and  careers  develop,  many  people  change 
careers  by  choice  or  through  the  decline  in  traditional  occupations. 

As  a youth  entering  adulthood  and  its  responsibilities,  you  need  to  begin  now  to 
prepare  for  a career.  You  know  your  future  is  largely  your  own.  You  know  some  of 
your  interests,  abilities,  and  skills.  Soon,  you  will  be  searching  for  a school  or  a job, 
both  of  which  are  competitive. 

Now,  you  need  to  organize  your  information  and  present  yourself  as  a worthy 
candidate  for  a career. 


2 


Introduction 
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Job,  Occupation,  or  Career? 


Do  you  want  a job,  an  occupation,  or  a career?  (If  your  response  is  “No”,  you  won’t 
pass  GO  or  collect  any  money!)  These  terms  are  somewhat  interchangeable. 

When  you  announce,  “I  have  a job  at  Red  Rooster”, 
you  mean  you  have  employment  or  an  occupation. 

The  supervisor  will  give  you  jobs  of  stacking  shelves 
and  washing  the  floors.  is  usually  immediate.  It  is 
the  task  of  the  day,  week,  month,  even  year,  but  it  has 
an  end  when  the  person  moves  on  to  another.  Welding 
a certain  piece  of  machinery  or  even  a pipeline  across 
the  province  is  a job.  Completing  the  tax  return  for  a 
client  is  a job.  Decorating  an  office  for  a client  is  a job. 

When  a job  is  complete,  workers  move  on  to  another 
with  their  employer — they  hope! 

People  may  list  their  occupations  as  welder,  accountant,  or  interior  decorator,  for 
example.  They  are  ‘occupied’  with  the  tasks  required  of  such  individuals. 

Careers  are  seen  as  occupations  over  significant  periods  of  time,  often  offering 
opportunities  to  progress  to  positions  of  authority  and  demanding  increased  education 
and  improved  skills — from  apprentice  to  master,  from  worker  to  manager,  for  example. 

Employers  are  impressed  with  employees  who  show  commitment  beyond  the  “9-to-5” 
approach  to  employment.  Therefore,  concern  for  advancement  means  strong  purpose 
within  the  career — which  may  involve  several  placements  over  several  years. 


The  choice  of  careers  seems  endless.  Few  people  confidently  know  the  job  they  want 
or  need  to  bring  them  desired  success.  Most  can  expect  to  have  many  jobs,  perhaps 
several  occupations,  and  even  more  than  one  career  during  their  40  years  of  work.  You 
are  just  beginning.  Your  varied  experiences  will  enable  you  to  find  the  career  you  are 
most  suited  for.  Developing  skills  and  abilities  is  an  on-going  process.  Be  willing  to 
make  changes — and  continue  learning! 
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Apprenticeship 


Many  technical  careers  in  Alberta  involve  apprenticeship  programs.  Some  students  aim 
to  find  an  employer  who  will  sponsor  them  as  apprentices,  but  this  has  become 
increasingly  difficult.  Employers  seem  to  favour  apprentices  who  have  already  had 
some  technical  training. 


apprenticeship  - 

a program  of 
‘learning  on  the 
job  ’ coupled  with 
yearly  technical 
training,  usually 
3 or  4 years 


“Apprenticeship  is  a combination  of  on 
the  job  work  experience  and  technical 
training  in  one  of  more  than  50  skilled 
trades  recognized  in  Alberta.  Apprentices 
spend  about  80%  of  their  time  learning  on 
the  job,  and  the  rest  attending  techinical 
training  classes  at  a college  or  technical 
institution.  Programs  last  1 to  4 years, 
depending  on  the  trade.”  {Alberta 
Apprenticship  and  Industry  Training 
website) 


The  website  of  Alberta  Apprenticeship  and  Industry  Training  <http:// 
www.tradesecrets.org/>  offers  much  useful  detail.  High  school  students  have 
opportunities  for  early  beginnings  into  apprenticeship  trades  through  RAP. 


“The  Registered  Apprenticeship 
Program  (RAP)  is  a highly  successful 
program  that  enables  high  school  students 
to  become  employed  apprentices  while 
they  complete  high  school.  RAP  students 
earn  both  apprenticeship  and  high  school 
credits,  with  no  delay  in  their  graduation 
from  high  school!”  {Alberta 
Apprenticeship  and  Industry  Training 
website) 


For  many  students,  apprenticeship  will  begin  after  high  school.  The  essential  pre- 
requisite is  preparation  and  documentation  of  skills  and  abilities. 


En^ish  20-2  Unit  T 


Introduction 


5 


Most  students  in  high  school  will  make  career  decisions  and  choices  that  will  affect 
much  of  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  The  quest  for  usefulness  and  fulfillment  is  the 
search  for  identity.  People  relate  to  each  other  through  shared  occupations  and 
interests.  Occupations  influence  lifestyle  choices.  You  are  what  you  do! 

In  grade  eleven,  one  of  your  aims  should  be  to  locate  a career  path  of  interest  to  you. 
You  may  have  already  begun  with  planning  for  college  or  apprenticeship  training,  but 
each  semester  takes  you  closer  to  independence  in  the  work  world. 

Because  many  college  full-time  programs  are  over-subscribed,  enrolment  is 
competitive.  Most  colleges  will  require  an  interview  and  an  indication  of  your 
seriousness  in  having  investigated  the  program  and  the  career  it  serves. 

• Northern  Alberta  Institute  of  Technology  (NAIT)  requires  a “Career  Investigation” 
of  two  to  three  pages  as  part  of  the  student  selection  process. 

• Grant  MacEwan  Community  College  (GMCC)  requires  skills  appraisal  tests  and  a 
one-hour  essay  for  most  programs. 

• Southern  Alberta  Institute  of  Technology  (SAIT)  requires  success  in  skills 
appraisal  tests  in  English,  mathematics,  and  sometimes  physics  and  chemistry. 

To  assist  you  during  high  school  to  meet  such  entrance  requirements,  English  20-2  asks 
you  to  complete  an  investigation  report  of  a career  of  your  choice 

• to  ensure  you  obtain  a high  school  diploma  with  courses  required  by  your  chosen 
training  program, 

• to  ensure  that  you  are  aware  of  the  duties  and  responsibilities  involved  in  your 
chosen  career, 

• to  ensure  that  your  work  experience  has  familiarized  you  with  the  demands  of  the 
career, 

• to  ensure  that  you  have  evidence  of  the  skills  and  abilities  necessary  to  begin  your 
chosen  training  program,  and 

• to  ensure  that  you  have  made  connections  with  people  in  the  career  or  industry  of 
your  choice. 
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Project:  Career  Investigation 


The  major  assignment  for  this  unit  is  a report  of  your  investigation  into  the  details  of 
your  choice  of  occupation  or  career. 

In  Unit  3,  Preparing  for  Work,  Section  3,  you  completed  a RealSearch  Fact  Finder 
that  asked  you  to  organize  details  of  an  occupation.  This  may  be  the  basis  of  your 
Career  Investigation  Report.  If  you  wish  to  choose  another  career  to  investigate 
because  your  interests  have  changed,  please  do  so.  Your  project  will  involve  an 
investigation  of  one  career. 

The  Career  Investigation  Report  must  be 

• useful  to  you  in  connecting  your  interests  with  a satisfying  career, 

• impressive  to  a college  admissions  officer  considering  your  application  to  a 
specific  program,  and 

• impressive  to  a potential  employer  reading  your  Career  Portfolio  as  part  of  your 
job  application  process. 


Product:  Career  Report 

You  will  prepare  a Career  Investigation  Report  to  show  the  results  of  your 
investigation.  Your  resource  text.  Communicate,  may  be  helpful.  You  are  expected  to 
present  in  a written  report  the  information  you  collected  in  Unit  3 (or  similar 
information  for  another  career  choice  if  you  have  changed  your  mind),  and  find  more  if 
needed. 


Your  Career  Report  will 

• provide  specific  and  exact  information 

• use  appropriate  paragraphs  with  sub-headings  to  assist  presentation 

• have  professional  appearance,  including  a suitable  cover  page 

• be  two  to  three  pages  in  length  (with  additional  pages  of  title  page  and 
bibliography) 

• list  sources  of  information  (bibliography)  on  a separate  page 

• include  at  least  one  completed  Information  Interview  form 

• be  typed  (if  possible)  in  size  12  font,  double  spaced  on  white  paper 

• be  free  of  spelling  and  grammatical  errors 
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Action  Plan: 


Following  an  Action  Plan  makes  your  time  spent  gathering  information  more 
productive.  The  quality  of  your  report  depends  on  the  completeness  and  accuracy  of 
your  information. 

Tips  for  Gathering  Information 

Record  what  you  learn. 

• The  names  of  people  or  companies  you  talk  with  are  important. 

Such  contacts  may  be  significant  later  to  jobs  or  college  entrance. 

• Details  of  information  obtained  are  essential  in  your  report,  which 
must  be  accurate,  up-to-date,  and  useful. 

• You  will  collect  a folder  of  papers,  brochures,  business  cards, 
various  handouts,  and  notes. 

• Organizing  pieces  of  information  into  a report  and  acknowledging 
the  sources  is  challenging,  but  creating  a report  is  nearly  impossible 
without  useful  notes  of  information  and  sources. 

Don’t  trust  your  memory:  make  notes! 


READ  the  four  steps  on  the  following  pages  before  you  begin  to  ensure  that  you 
know  the  route  to  success. 

Step  1:  Be  certain  you  have  sufficient  information. 


Step  2:  Search  for  more  and  current  information. 


Step  3:  Get  involved  in  the  career. 


Step  4:  Know  what  you  need  to  know! 
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Step  1:  Build  on  the  information  you  already  have. 


You  must  add  to  the  materials  you  obtained  about  your  choice  of  career  in  Unit  3, 
Preparing  for  Work.  If  you  have  changed  your  choice  of  career,  do  a RealSearch  to 
obtain  detailed  information. 

Consider  such  topics  as  the  following: 

> Requirements  — education,  experience,  skills 

• In  what  ways  must  students  prepare  for  entrance  into  this  occupation? 

• Where  is  training  available? 

• What  programs  and  courses  are  available? 

> Classification  of  positions  and  levels  of  work  and/or  pay 

• What  are  the  wages/salaries  and  the  benefits  at  various  levels? 

• What  are  the  responsibilities  of  foremen,  supervisors,  or  other  positions? 

> Typical  career  paths  for  people  occupying  positions  of  interest  to  you 

• How  did  they  get  to  that  position? 

> Possibilities  of  advancement 

• What  advanced  positions  are  possible? 

• Will  promotion  or  advancement  mean  moving  to  another  location? 

• What  additional  skills  and  training  are  needed  for  advancement? 

> Economic  developments  affecting  your  area  of  interest 

• Will  such  a career  be  available  in  a few  years? 

• Will  such  a career  last  a working  life,  or  will  I have  to  change? 

• Is  the  construction  industry  in  Alberta  likely  to  continue  its  vigorous 
activity  for  the  next  40  years? 

• Will  energy  industries  continue  to  dominate  our  economy? 

• Will  computer  technology  continue  to  change  many  traditional  careers? 

> Trends  and  projections 

• Is  this  specific  industry/service  growing  or  declining? 

• Will  there  be  a shortage  of  such  trained  people,  or  will  there  be  a surplus 
due  to  changes  in  economic  conditions? 

• Will  demand  for  certain  services  increase  or  decline  as  the  Canadian 
population  ages? 

• What  proportion  of  Canada’s  population  requires  certain  services,  and  will 
that  proportion  change? 
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Step  2:  Search  for  more  and  current  information. 


calendar  - 

information 
guide  to  require- 
ments, schedules, 
programs,  and 
courses  of  a 
college 


Talk  to  people  about  the  occupations  you  are  interested  in  — counsellors,  teachers, 
family  members,  and  community  resources  people  found  in  public  libraries  and  regional 
employment  centres.  Ensure  that  your  information  applies  to  your  situation.  (If  you 
plan  to  attend  a program  in  Alberta,  information  from  Kentucky  is  not  likely  significant 
to  you!) 

a.  Search  college  websites  or  obtain  their  calendars  or  registration  guides.  Two 
helpful  sites  offered  by  the  Government  of  Alberta  are 

• colleges  and  universities  - <http://www.alis.gov.ab.ca/edinfo/> 

• occupational  profiles  - <http://www.alis.gov.ab.ca/occinfo/> 

b.  Read  the  “Careers”  sections  of  newspapers  to  determine  some  of  the  careers 
available  and  the  current  demand  for  employees  in  your  chosen  career.  Skim 
the  advertisements.  “Help  wanted”  ads  can  give  you  an  indication  of  the  sort 
of  jobs  available  and  the  training  and/or  experience  required. 


c.  Search  the  Internet  for  “careers”.  You  will  likely  want  to  limit  your  search  to 
Canadian  sites  such  as 

<http://worksearch.gc.ca>  “Welcome  to  Work  Search”  (Human  Resources 
Development  Canada) 

<http://www.thecircuit.org/main.cfm>  “Career  Circuit” 


d.  Read  Canada  Prospects,  “Canada’s  Guide  to  Career  Planning  for  People  of 
All  Ages”,  a yearly  newspaper  published  by  the  Canada  Career  Consortium. 
You  may  obtain  free  copies  at  <http://www.careerccc.org/>  or  ask  for  it  at 
employment  offices  or  from  school  counsellors.  It  offers  much  advice  and 
step-by-step  career  planning  in  a very  useable  form. 


Ps  St... he  sit  ant  about  going  to  the  employment  office  or 
visiting  a college  alone?  Take  a friend!  Anyone  can  profit 
from  the  event-even  if  not  taking  this  course.  Perhaps 
phoning  ahead  would  make  you  more  comfortable. 
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e.  Visit  regional  employment  centres.  You  can  access  provincial  and  national 
job  information  by  using  their  computers.  Career  counsellors  will  assist  you 
with  sources  of  information,  brochures,  interest  inventories,  etc. 

f.  Attend  college  visitation  programs  at  NAIT,  SAIT,  GMCC,  or  others,  if 
possible.  Make  use  of  college  career  services,  libraries,  and  counsellors. 
Attend  information  sessions,  open  houses,  and  Student-for-a-Day  programs  to 
learn  the  challenges  and  opportunities  of  the  programs  as  well  as  the 
requirements  for  attendance,  assignments,  grades,  etc.  The  information  you 
gather  will  help  you  with  this  assignment,  but  it  may  also  begin  your  journey 
to  a training  program  after  Grade  12.  If  a session  about  your  exact  choice  is 
unavailable,  attend  a session  related  to  your  choice — and  gain  a sense  of  the 
life  of  a college  student. 

Step  3:  Get  involved  in  the  career. 

a.  Interview  and/or  job- shadow  people  in  your  field  of  interest.  Talking  with  a 
welder,  interior  decorator,  or  farrier  or  a few  hours  at  the  workplace  provides  a 
glimpse  of  the  reality  of  the  job.  The  experience  of  phoning  or  speaking  to 
arrange  the  interview  or  job-shadow  is  made  easier  by  careful  planning.  Most 
adults  will  accommodate  serious  students.  Your  name  and  reason  for  calling 
given  courteously  and  clearly  will  produce  a positive  first  impression. 
Remembering  that  you  are  imposing  upon  someone’s  busy  schedule  prompts 
polite  and  direct  conversations.  Take  notes  of  details  of  the  arrangements  you 
may  make  (time,  location,  names,  etc.),  and  be  there  as  planned.  Interviews 
and  job-shadows  often  produce  terrific  results,  confirming  much  you  may 
already  know  while  revealing  the  practical  aspects  of  the  career. 

b.  Volunteer  or  even  obtain  a part-time  job  to  gain  experience  in  the  occupation 
of  your  choice.  A few  hours,  days,  or  weeks  could  persuade  you  that  this 
career  is  definitely  for  you — or  show  you  that  you  need  to  try  something  else! 

Sometimes  access  to  persons  in  the  career  you  are  investigating  will  be  difficult  or 
impossible.  Remember  the  telephone,  fax  machines,  email! 
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How  do  you  know  what  you’re  getting  into? 


Joe  was  interested  in  becoming  a 
parts  person  at  a large  car  dealership, 
The  dealership  in  his  small  town  did 
not  have  a journeyman  in  that  trade. 
Joe  phoned  a large  city  dealership, 
spoke  to  the  head  partsman  who 
arranged  to  meet  him  on  a Saturday 
afternoon  when  Joe  was  travelling 
with  his  parents  to  the  city.  Joe  was 
given  a grand  tour,  had  all  his 
prepared  questions  answered,  and 
was  invited  to  apply  for  a position 
there  after  his  first  year  of  training. 
That’s  success! 


Thomas  was  interested  in  becoming  a 
medical  doctor.  His  carefully  prepared 
questions  for  an  interview  with  a local 
doctor  produced  several  occasions  of 
job-shadowing.  He  was  invited  to 
accompany  the  doctor  on  his  hospital 
rounds  and  to  observe  some  surgery. 
Because  Thomas  willingly  adapted  to 
the  doctor’s  schedule-a  night  in 
Emergency  and  early  morning 
preparation  for  surgery-he  gained 
insight  into  a doctor’s  practise,  hospital 
procedures,  and  his  own  future.  He’s 
now  in  a pre-med  program  at  university. 


Sue  did  not  want  to  be  a dentist,  but  she  thought  she  would  like  to  work  in  a dentist’s 
office.  She  was  uncertain  of  the  careers  available  and  the  training  necessary.  She 
called  her  dentist’s  receptionist  to  arrange  a job-shadow.  She  discussed  computer 
skills  and  programs  with  the  receptionist.  She  noted  the  receptionist’s  interactions 
with  patients  on  the  phone  and  in  person.  Sue  shadowed  the  dental  assistant,  noting 
the  expert  knowledge  of  procedures  and  equipment  that  enabled  her  to  meet  the 
dentist’s  requirements.  Then,  she  spent  some  time  with  the  technician  receiving  and 
preparing  materials  to  be  sent  to  a lab,  sterilizing  and  sanitizing  equipment,  ordering 
supplies,  and  performing  other  general  duties.  At  the  end  of  the  day,  the  dentist 
chatted  with  Sue  about  opportunities  associated  with  dentistry,  each  with  its  required 
training.  She  went  home  enthused  about  the  prospects ! 


Step  4:  Know  what  you  need  to  know! 


Some  topics  and  sample  questions  are  given  below  to  guide  you  in  making  a list  of 
appropriate  questions  for  your  Information  Interviews.  Guidelines,  suggestions,  and 
a blank  form  are  provided. 

Guidelines  for  Information  Interviewing: 

One  of  your  best  sources  of  career  information  is  the  people  already  in  that  career — 
both  experienced  and  beginning.  These  contacts  will  provide  you  with  valuable 
information  about  career  satisfaction  and  expectations. 

• Schedule  a meeting,  if  possible.  Do  not  expect  to  walk  in  and  have  the  interview 
without  some  prior  arrangements. 

• Be  specific  about  your  purpose.  Clearly  state  that  you  are  looking  for  information, 
not  a job. 

• Ask  for  a specific  amount  of  time  for  the  interview.  The  person  may  find  fifteen 
minutes  in  a busy  schedule. 

• Arrive  on  time! 

• Be  prepared  with  a clear  set  of  interview  questions.  Prioritize  your  key  questions 
to  ensure  that  you  obtain  the  information  you  need.  Have  a few  more  to  fill  your 
time,  if  you  wish.  Be  willing  to  discuss  other  points  of  interest  that  arise. 

• Present  yourself  well.  Be  prepared,  be  interested,  be  courteous.  (Dress  neatly, 
make  eye  contact,  be  interested,  and  avoid  chewing  gum!)  This  contact  may  be 
very  valuable  later! 

• Take  brief  notes  during  the  meeting.  They  are  a great  help  to  memory  and  report 
writing. 

• Watch  the  time!  If  your  fifteen  minutes  are  up,  you  should  suggest  that  you 
leave.  If  the  person  has  time,  he/she  may  invite  more  discussion.  Close  the 
interview  by  thanking  the  person  for  his/her  time  and  help.  Be  sincere! 

• Send  a brief  thank-you  note.  Let  your  interviewee  know  that  you  appreciate  the 
time  and  help  you  received. 


First  Impressions 

If  you  seem  not  to  care,  few  others  will.  The  attitude  you  portray  by  your 
appearance  and  speech  indicate  quickly  whether  someone  should  give  time  to  you 
at  your  request. 

Leaving  a resume  or  arranging  an  interview  often  involves  employees  who  will 
deliver  your  messages-and  their  impressions  of  you.  Evidence  of  courtesy, 
neatness,  sincerity,  and  preparation  may  be  noted  by  every  one:  receptionist,  clerk, 
supervisors,  etc. 

An  Information  Interview  is  not  intended  to  be  a job  interview,  but  it  may  become 
an  opportunity  for  a prospective  employer  to  evaluate  you. 
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Suggested  Questions: 

One  set  of  questions  cannot  be  effective  for  every  person  you  might  interview.  Be 
certain  to  clarify  the  purpose  of  your  interview — you  want  to  know  more  about  a 
career.  Be  cautious  about  the  wording  of  your  questions.  Show  your  interest  and 
skills,  but  be  diplomatic  by  showing  sensitivity  to  private  information.  The  president  of 
a company  is  not  likely  to  tell  you  his  salary — don’t  ask!  On  the  other  hand,  he  may 
provide  you  with  the  pay  scale  for  the  workers  to  indicate  the  range  of  pay  for  various 
occupations  within  his  business. 

a.  Experience:  What  do  people  actually  do  in  this  career?  What  do  they  like/not 
like  about  their  work? 

b.  Abilities:  Do  workers  have  to  be  good  with  their  hands  or  talk  to  people?  Do 
they  need  good  communication  skills?  Must  they  know  how  to  use  special 
tools,  vehicles  or  equipment? 

c.  Qualifications:  What  level  of  education  is  needed  to  do  this  work?  Is  special 
training  required?  Is  a license  or  certificate  needed  to  get  work? 

d.  Pay:  What  is  the  usual  starting  salary?  What  are  the  average  and  maximum 
earnings  for  people  in  the  occupation?  Is  more  education  or  training  needed 
for  promotion?  What  occupations  are  related? 

e.  Working  Conditions:  Is  the  work  outdoors,  indoors  or  both?  Does  the  work 
require  a great  deal  of  sitting  or  standing?  What  are  the  hours  of  work?  Is  the 
work  full  time,  part  time  or  seasonal?  Under  what  conditions  do  employees 
work  (noise,  dust,  heat,  cold)? 

f.  Employment  Possibilities:  What 
kind  of  work  can  a beginner  expect? 

Is  such  work  available  nearby?  If 
not,  where  in  the  province  or  country 
is  such  work  likely?  Is  the  demand 
for  the  occupation  expanding, 
declining,  or  remaining  steady?  Will 
there  be  work  in  this  field  in  five  or 
ten  years? 
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The  Information  Interview  Form: 


Because  you  intend  to  ask  specific  questions  and  take  notes  during  the  interview, 
prepare  yourself  well. 

1 . Write  your  questions  on  the  form  or  a paper  beforehand. 

2.  Record  information  during  the  interview. 

3.  Construct  a polished  copy  on  the  form  to  be  included  in  this  project. 

You  must  include  at  least  one  completed  Information  Interview  form  for  your  career 
investigation.  The  record  sheet  becomes  evidence  of  your  interview,  both  in  this 
assignment  and  in  your  Career  Portfolio. 

Two  copies  are  provided  in  Response  Booklet.  Create  more  copies  if  you  wish,  but 
well-organized  notes  on  your  own  notepaper  are  also  acceptable. 
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Information  Interview 


Name  of  Person  Interviewed: 
Position/Business : 

Student  (Interviewer): 


Interview  Questions 

Answers/Notes 

Additional  InfWesting  Informationf 

Section  1:  Investigating  a Career 


Englisk  20-2  Unit  7 


You  have  obtained  much  important  information.  Now,  your  task  is  to  create  the 
Career  Report  outlined  earlier  in  this  unit. 

W/iat  do  I have  to  do? 

Your  report  must  fulfill  the  requirements  given  in  Section  1 — and  repeated  here  as  a 
reminder. 

Your  Career  Report  will 

• provide  specific  and  exact  information 

• use  appropriate  paragraphs  with  sub-headings  to  assist  presentation 

• have  professional  appearance,  including  a suitable  cover  page 

• be  two  to  three  pages  in  length  (with  additional  pages  of  title  page  and 
bibliography) 

• list  sources  of  information  (bibliography)  on  a separate  page 

• include  at  least  one  completed  Information  Interview  form 

• be  typed  (if  possible)  in  size  12  font,  double  spaced  on  white  paper 

• be  free  of  spelling  and  grammatical  errors 


Where  can  I get  help? 

Look  around! 

• READ  your  resource  text.  Communicate,  for  hints  in  preparing  your  report. 

D “Reports”,  pp.  21 1-222 
D “Giving  Proper  Credit  to  Sources”,  pp.  177- 1 80 
D “Plagiarism”,  pp.  181-182 

• Find  a business  report  in  your  home  or  the  library.  Perhaps  Mom  or  Dad  have 
written  some  or  read  some  recently. 

• Check  some  books,  magazines,  and  newspaper  articles  about  careers. 

• Check  the  materials  at  an  employment  office  or  school  and  college  career  offices. 

(If  you  still  feel  unsure,  call  your  teachers  at  ADLC  . . . but  they  won’t  write  it  for  you!) 
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How  can  I get  a good  mark? 


• Be  sure  you  know  the  expectations  outlined  in  the  rubric. 

• Aim  for  excellence. 

• Produce  a neat,  professional-looking  document. 


Expectations  of  a Career  Investigation  Report 


Thought  and  Detail 

The  student... 

Writing  Skills 

The  student... 

Supporting  Materiols 

The  student... 

Excellent 

• presents  accurate  and 
complete  information 
with  commitment 

• manages  information 
skillfully 

Excellent 

• uses  skillfull,  fluent,  and 
effective  structures 

• uses  grammar,  spelling, 
and  punctuation 
accurately 

Excellent 

• identifies  current  and 
appropriate  sources  in 
an  impressive 
bibliography 

• provides  excellently 
detailed  Information 
Interview  forms 

Prof  icient 

• presents  accurate  and 
complete  information 

• manages  information 
competently 

Proficient 

• uses  clear  and  fluent 
structures 

• uses  grammar,  spelling, 
and  punctuation  with 
few  errors 

Proficient 

• identifies  current  and 
appropriate  sources  in 
an  effective 
bibliography 

• provides  detailed 

In  forma  tion  In  ter  view 
forms 

Satisfactory 

• presents  basic 
information 
appropriately 

• manages  information 
acceptably 

Satisfactory 

• uses  clear  but  ordinary 
structures 

• uses  generally  accurate 
grammar,  spelling,  and 
punctuation 

Satisfactory 

• provides  a minimal 
bibliography  of  current 
and  appropriate  sources 

• provides  adequate 

In  forma  tion  In  ter  vie  w 
forms 

Limited 

• presents  insufficient  or 
inappropriate 
information 

• manages  information 
inadequately 

Limited 

• uses  some  ineffective 
structures 

• shows  weak  knowledge 
of  grammar,  spelling, 
and  punctuation 

Limited 

• provides  an  inadequate 
bibliography  of  current 
and  appropriate  sources 

• provides  ineffective 

In  forma  tion  In  ter  view 
forms 

Poor 

• presents  inaccurate 
and/or  incomplete 
information 

• manages  information 
poorly 

Poor 

• uses  unclear  structures 
frequently 

• allows  errors  in 
grammar,  spelling,  and 
punctuation  to  impede 
communication 

Poor 

• provides  insufficient 
bibliography 

• provides  inadequate 
Information  Interview 
forms 
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How  do  I successfully  write  the  first  draft? 


• Begin  your  report  by  explaining  why  you  chose  to  research  this  career. 

• Use  the  sub-headings  in  your  collected  information  to  organize  your  report. 

• Record  your  information  in  paragraph  form. 

• Conclude  with  why  you  believe  you  will  succeed  in  this  career. 

• Aim  to  get  your  ideas  on  paper  in  some  reasonable  form  without  being  overly 
concerned  about  writing  skills  at  this  stage.  (Editing  comes  later.) 

• Draft  the  report  on  your  own  pages.  Place  your  polished  work  in  the  Response 
Booklet. 


plagiarism  - the 

use  of  another’s 
work,  as  if  it  were 
one ’s  own:  theft 
of  literary 


property 


Tips  on  Managing  Information 

For  most  of  your  report,  you  are  expected  to  understand  the  material  and  write  your 
own  sentences.  If  you  want  to  use  the  information  in  a document  such  as  an 
Occupational  Profile,  you  must  cite  your  source.  Making  a few  changes  and  not 
identifying  the  source  is  p‘!"  g:y  ri  a.  If  necessary,  check  your  textbook  to  find  how  to 
cite  the  source. 

The  following  is  from  the  Occupational  Profile  for  Farrier. 

Duties 

In  general,  farriers 

• remove  old  horseshoes  or  select  the  correct  shoes,  shoe  size  and  type  of 
shoe  for  the  type  of  work  done  by  the  animal,  the  type  of  terrain  and  the 
condition  of  the  hoof, 

• trim  and  shape  hooves,  and  look  for  any  existing  or  developing  foot 
problems, 

• shape  the  shoes  (hot  or  cold)  to  fit  the  horse’s  hooves,  and 

• nail  horseshoes  to  hooves  and  ensure  that  they  fir  properly. 

(“Farrier”,  Occupation  Profile,  Alberta  Human  Resources  and  Employment,  2002 
<http://www.alis. gov.ab.cayoccinfo/>) 

How  may  you  use  this  information? 

1 . Quote  it,  and  cite  the  source. 

2.  Paraphrase  it,  and  cite  the  source.  (Reword  it  - but  a few  changes  do  not  make  it 
yours!) 

Farriers  take  off  old  horseshoes,  trim  and  shape  the  hooves  while  looking  for  foot 
problems,  fit  new  shoes,  and  nail  the  new  horseshoes  to  the  hooves.  ( “Farrier” 
<http://www.  alis.  gov.  ab.  ca/occinfo/>  ) 

3.  Read  several  sources  of  information,  add  the  details  to  what  you  already  know, 
and  write  your  own  paragraph.  You  own  it! 

The  duties  of  a farrier  involve  more  than  replacing  horseshoes.  After  removing 
the  shoes,  the  farrier  will  trim  the  hooves,  looking  for  any  signs  of  abnormaliities 
that  need  attention  before  he  installs  the  new  shoes.  New  shoes  or  re-used  shoes 
need  careful  shaping  to  fit  the  hoof. 
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How  do  I polish  my  first  draft? 

Preparing  a report  takes  time  and  effort — and  usually  several  drafts.  When  you  have 
written  your  first  draft,  simply  copying  it  to  clean  paper  does  not  satisfy  your  teacher  or 
an  employer.  Although  editing  takes  time  and  is  definitely  not  exciting,  it  is  necessary. 
Make  changes  in  wording.  Aim  to  state  your  ideas  and  information  logically, 
emphatically,  and  clearly. 

Produce  a report  that  you  can  proudly  include  in  your  Career  Portfolio.  Be  aware  of 
the  expectations  given  in  the  rubric. 

Use  the  following  checklists  as  you  make  changes  to  your  first  draft. 

Look  for  strengths: 

D Do  my  subheadings  make  sense? 

D Have  I supplied  enough  information  for  each  subheading? 

D Have  I used  information  from  several  reliable  sources? 

D Does  my  investigation  show  that  I am  sincerely  interested  in  this  career? 

D Do  my  sentences  flow  smoothly,  expressing  complete  thoughts? 

D Do  my  punctuation  marks  guide  me  when  I read  my  report  aloud? 

D Did  I avoid  the  second-person  viewpoint  (“you”)  in  my  report  unless  it  was 
directly  quoted  from  a source? 

D Are  my  Information  Interview  forms  neat  and  useful? 

D Have  I credited  my  sources  accurately? 

Fix  the  weaknesses: 

D Does  the  order  of  the  subheadings  ‘make  sense’  ? 

D Have  I used  the  same  information  under  more  than  one  subheading? 

D Have  I used  the  original  writer’s  explanations  without  giving  credit? 

D Have  I checked  spelling  to  ensure  accuracy? 

D Have  I used  a dictionary  when  I am  unsure  of  spellings? 

D Are  my  sentences  too  similar? 

D Is  the  meaning  of  every  sentence  clear? 

D Have  I used  slang  rather  than  precise  expressions? 

Am  I ready  to  produce  my  Finished  Work^’  now? 

• If  you  have  been  working  on  a word-processor,  the  final  copy  will  be  easy.  Don’t 
forget  a title  page  and  bibliography.  Computer  spelling  checks  should  be  set  for 
Canadian  English.  Remember  to  check  that  ‘final’  printed  copy — those  ‘typos’  may 
be  significant  weaknesses! 

• If  you  are  handwriting  your  work,  use  blue  ink  and  lined  paper  for  the  neatest  report 


possible.  Don’t  forget  a title  page  and  bibliography. 


Your  final  report  is  to  be  submitted  as  part  of  your  Career  Portfolio. 
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How  good  is  my  Career  Investigation  Report? 


Your  self-evaluation  of  your  Career  Investigation  Report  is  part  of  the  assignment.  To 
help  you  evaluate  your  own  work  from  a distance,  consider  the  following  question. 
Look  to  the  rubric  of  expectations  for  the  qualities  evident  in  your  work. 

If  you  were  an  employer,  what  would  you  say  about  this  Career  Investigation 
Report? 


WRITE  your  response  in  a paragraph.  Remember  to  write  from  the  viewpoint  of 
an  employer  looking  as  someone’s  Career  Investigation  Report. 

Example: 

This  Career  Investigation  shows  that  Joe  [your  name]  has  used  current  information 
with  lots  of  details.  The  report  shows  he  talked  to  several  people  about  the  career 
and  knows  what  the  career  involves.  I am  impressed  that  he  has  listed  many  sources 
of  information  (two  brochures,  one  business  card,  Occupation  Profile,  two 
Information  Interview  forms,  three  Internet  sites).  He  has  shown  that  training  is 
available  in  two  colleges  in  Alberta.  Two  job-shadows  show  commitment  to 
become  a farrier.  However,  the  sentences  and  spelling  need  improvement  to  meet 
standards  expected  in  business  because  some  sentences  are  awkward.  Some 
commas  may  be  needed,  and  some  spellings  or  word  choices  should  be  changed. 
My  impression  is  that  Joe  is  ready  to  begin  the  route  to  his  chosen  career. 
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proposal  - a 

report  outlining 
a problem  and 
offering  a 
solution 


a PMposa^ 

One  important  type  of  business  eommunieation  is  the  proposal.  It  may  be  as  simple  as 
a suggestion  to  make  some  proeess  more  effieient,  sueh  as  using  a better  assembly 
proeedure.  It  may  be  as  eomplex  as  offering  a new  strueture  of  authority  within  a large 
corporation.  Therefore,  it  does  not  have  a standard  format. 

A proposal  attempts  to 

• describe  a need  or  problem, 

• suggest  a solution 

• request  an  action,  and 

• convince  readers  of  the  value  of  the  solution  and  to  take  action. 


READ  “Proposals”  on  pages  218-222  in  Communicate  to  get  a sense  of  the 
significance  and  variety  of  proposals. 

This  section  identifies  several  aspects  of  creating  your  proposal. 

• The  problem 

• The  process 

• The  audience 

• The  product 

• A sample 

• Expectations 

Be  sure  to  study  all  aspects  carefully. 


The  Problem 

You  have  investigated  a career.  You  know  the  requirements  and  the  benefits,  perhaps 
the  frustrations  and  difficulties.  Your  assignment  is  to  propose  a course  of  action  that 
will  take  you  from  now  to  the  career  of  your  choice. 

“What  must  I do  to  pursue  a career  in ?’ 


Your  task  in  answering  this  question  is  to  determine  how  serious  you  are  in  choosing 
this  career,  to  know  the  steps  you  must  take  to  get  where  you  want  to  go,  and  then  to 
get  started. 
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The  Process 


Constructing  a proposal  is  effective  when  a series  of  steps  are 
followed  in  logical  order.  The  proposal  in  its  final  form  will 
appear  as  a report  without  labelled  steps  but  with  subheadings 
followed  by  information  and  explanations  in  paragraph  form. 

The  time  required  for  tasks  or  your  specific  “target  dates” 
is  an  important  aspect  to  include  in  your  proposal. 

You  need  to  show  when  you  will  accomplish 
certain  tasks.  For  example,  you  may  know  that 
you  will  graduate  from  high  school  in  June  2004, 
but  you  may  state  that  you  plan  to  work  for  six 
months  before  you  enter  a twelve-month  college 
program  in  January  2005. 

Use  the  following  steps  to 

• manage  your  information. 

• organize  explanation  using  subheadings, 

• prepare  your  explanations,  and 

• make  your  request. 

Manage  your  information: 

Step  1: 

Recognize  your  present  career-related  qualifications.  Identify  the  skills,  courses, 
certificates,  work  experience,  or  other  career-related  qualifications  you  already  have. 

Step  2: 

Outline  what  you  must  accomplish  next  year  in  Grade  12 — including  taking  certain 
courses,  obtaining  certain  marks,  enrolling  in  RAP  or 
other  work  experience  program,  applying  to  certain 
colleges,  convincing  a qualified  person  to  sponsor  you  as 
an  apprentice,  etc. 

Step  3: 

Outline  what  you  must  do  or  plan  to  do  to  pursue  your 
career  goal  immediately  after  leaving  high  school — such 
as  finding  a certain  job,  arranging  an  apprenticeship, 
enrolling  in  a training  program,  obtaining  certificates  in 
First  Aid  or  WHMIS,  etc. 
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Organize  the  details: 

Step  4: 

Decide  upon  sub-headings  and  explain  significant  details. 

You  take  over  the  organizing!  Your  proposal  must  show  that  you  have  planned  your 
presentation  effectively. 

The  Audience 

Consider  that  proposals  may  be  directed  to  various  audiences. 


Your  proposal  could  be  an 
indicator  to  yourself  that  you 
are  planning  and  achieving 
your  own  goals. 


You  could  use  your  proposal 
to  convince  your  parents  to 
finance  your  training 
program. 


1 can  do  it!” 


You  could  submit  it  to  a 
college  to  support  the 
seriousness  of  your 
application. 


You  could  show  it  to  an 
employer  when  requesting 
an  apprenticeship  or  simply 
trying  to  gain  some 
experience  (and  a little  cash). 


You  could  provide  it  to  your 
guidance  counsellor  to 
show  that  you  are  serious 
about  your  future. 


r '\ 

If  Granny  wants  to  know 

what  you  want  to  be  when 
you  grow  up,  make  her  read 
your  document! 


Most  significantly,  this  proposal  proves  to  you  that  you  have  a plan  and  that  your  goals 
are  within  reach. 
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The  Product 


Your  proposal  will  be  a business  document.  Many  formats  exist,  but  make  yours 
useful,  attractive,  and  informative.  Communicate  illustrates  some  possibilities, 
including  presentation  as  a memo,  letter,  or  report.  For  example,  if  you  organize  your 
information  with  subheadings  similar  to  those  in  this  section,  you  may  create  an 
effective  proposal.  Customize  your  document  for  your  audience  and  your  purpose. 

On  the  next  page  is  a sample  to  show  you  a satisfactory  format  used  to  convince  a 
specific  audience.  You  may  choose  to  present  your  proposal  differently.  After  all,  your 
most  important  proposal  may  be  for  marriage — and  certainly  no  standardized  way  of 
making  or  receiving  that  is  expected  in  most  North  American  cultures ! 

Review  the  Expectations  for  a Proposal  following  the  sample.  Apply  your  skills  and 
knowledge  enhanced  throughout  this  course  to  make  your  proposal  achieve  excellence 
in  every  category. 


Your  proposal  is  to  be  submitted  as  part  of  your  Career  Portfolio. 
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A Sample 

A title  page  adds  much  to  a proposal: 

• It  is  common  business  practice. 

• It  presents  essential  information  clearly. 

• It  is  on  standard  paper  and  has  no  illustrations. 


Proposal  for  Enrolment  in  College  Program 

A Journey  from  Grade  11  to  Certified  Farrier 

To  Parents  of  Joe  Student 


Joe  Student 
12345-68  Avenue 
Somewhere,  Alberta 
TIN  INI 
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Proposal  for  Enrolment  in  College  Program 

To:  Parents  of  Joe  Student 
From:  Joe  Student 
Date:  May  15,  2002 

Re:  Request  for  Funding 

I need  assistance  to  prepare  for  a career  as  a farrier.  After  investigating  thoroughly,  I think  this 
career  will  be  rewarding  to  me.  I have  set  goals  that  I can  accomplish  next  year  in  Grade  12, 
but  I know  I will  need  financial  assistance  for  my  college  program.  When  I gain  my 
certificate,  I must  purchase  equipment,  and  find  employment  or  establish  my  business.  My 
request  is  that  you  provide  for  my  college  expenses,  which  will  be  greater  that  I will  have 
saved  from  my  summer  jobs. 

Motivation 

By  analyzing  my  interests,  skills,  and  values,  I am  convinced  that  I will  be  an  excellent 
farrier.  I am  physically  strong,  well  able  to  deal  with  large  animals.  I have  been  interested  in 
horses  most  of  my  life,  but  for  the  last  three  years  have  been  involved  with  the  XYZ  Riding 
Club.  I have  learned  much  about  training  and  caring  for  horses.  My  part-time  job  at  Fred’s 
Forge  and  Stables  has  allowed  me  to  learn  much  about  trimming  hooves  and  shoeing  for 
various  purposes.  I like  working  alone,  especially  when  I am  assigned  challenging  tasks. 
When  I travel  with  my  employer,  I like  meeting  a variety  of  horse  owners,  some  of  whom 
appreciate  the  fine  craftsmanship  of  an  expert  farrier  such  as  Fred. 

Expected  Duties  and  Working  Conditions 

I know  that  I will  focus  on  caring  for  horses’  hooves,  but  I hope  also  to  have  skills  sufficient 
to  identify  a variety  of  foot  problems,  some  of  which  will  require  the  attention  of  a 
verterinarian.  Properly  fitting  a shoe  to  a hoof  for  a certain  use  requires  knowledge  of 
trimming  hooves  as  well  as  skill  in  forging  the  shoes.  Travelling  among  farms  and  other 
locations  will  require  a reliable  vehicle,  equipped  sufficiently  to  allow  most  jobs  to  be 
completed  efficiently  without  undo  stress  to  the  animal.  I need  help  in  developing  effective 
skills  in  working  with  uncooperative  of  difficult  animals.  As  I develop  new  skills,  I will  also 
add  to  my  tools,  beginning  with  basic  hand  tools  that  I already  have. 

Plans  for  Grade  12,  2002-2003 

When  I enter  Grade  12  next  year,  I plan  to  enrol  in  required  courses  for  a high  school  diploma 
although  a diploma  is  not  essential  to  enter  a college  program  for  farrier.  I want  to  ensure  I 
have  the  best  qualifications,  and  I want  to  make  sure  I have  alternatives  in  case  the  college 
does  not  accept  me.  I want  to  be  prepared  for  further  education  if  I ever  decide  to  enrol  in 
other  college  programs. 
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Therefore,  I will  enrol  in  English  30-2,  Social  Studies  33,  Math  30  Applied,  Science  30,  Work 
Experience  30,  as  well  as  CTS  modules  in  Financial  Management,  Fabrication  (Welding),  and 
Mechanics,  if  available.  I intend  to  complete  certificates  in  First  Aid  available  through  my 
high  school. 

During  Grade  12, 1 want  to  continue  my  involvement  with  the  riding  club,  and  I want  to  work 
part-time  for  Fred’s  Forge  and  Stables.  My  application  to  Olds  College  must  be  completed  by 
September  1 for  entry  in  January. 

Educational  Requirements  for  Farrier  Program 

Olds  College  offers  a one-year  certificate  program  in  Farrier  Science  (January  to  December). 
Although  only  Grade  1 1 courses  in  English,  mathematics,  and  science  are  required,  I know 
the  competition  for  admission  of  16  students  means  that  only  the  best-qualified  applicants 
are  admitted.  A high  school  diploma  will  cover  all  aspects  of  high  school  requirements.  My 
challenge  is  to  have  sufficient  experience  and  skill  with  horse  to  score  well  in  the 
questionnaire,  interview,  and  practical  test  required.  Leaders  of  the  riding  club  and  my 
employers  have  agreed  to  provide  me  with  references  when  I need  them. 

The  Work  Experience  program  from  May  to  September  requires  me  to  find  a job  placement. 
My  employer  at  Fred’s  Forge  and  Stables  has  assured  me  that  he  will  provide  such  temporary 
work  during  my  college  year  if  I continue  with  him  as  part-time  help  in  Grade  12. 

Employment  and  Advancement  as  a Farrier 

When  I am  a certified  farrier,  I will  have  the  options  of  finding  my  own  clients  or  finding  a 
position  with  an  established  farrier  business.  To  continue  with  Fred’s  Forage  and  Stables  may 
be  an  option  until  I am  experienced  enough  to  gain  a Job  or  contract  at  a racetrack  or  riding 
stable.  At  Fred’s,  I will  likely  begin  at  about  $1600  per  month  and  advance  slightly  during 
the  first  year.  On  my  own,  I may  double  that,  but  I would  have  expenses  of  equipment  and 
vehicle.  With  several  years’  experience,  employment  with  a racetrack  may  provide  about 
$2000  to  $2500  per  month,  plus  benefits. 

My  goal  is  to  become  a farrier  for  the  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police,  responsible  for  the 
horses  in  the  Musical  Ride. 

Funding  for  College,  January  to  December  2004 

Olds  College  reports  costs  of  approximately  $6650  for  the  program  (tuition  and  supplies)  and 
$4580  for  accommodation. 

I have  saved  $2500,  and  I own  some  of  the  equipment  required.  I will  apply  for  a student 
loan  of  $5000.  Therefore,  I request  that  my  parents  assist  me  with  the  balance,  some  of  which 
could  be  paid  back  when  I start  full-time  work. 
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Expectations  for  a Proposal 


Thought  and  Detail 

The  student... 

Writing  Skills 

The  student . 

Excellent 

• presents  accurate  and 
complete  information  with 
commitment 

Excellent 

• uses  skillfull,  fluent,  and  effective 
structures 

• uses  grammar,  spelling,  and 
punctuation  accurately 

Proficient 

• presents  accurate  and 
complete  information 

Proficient 

• uses  clear  and  fluent  structures 

• uses  grammar,  spelling,  and  punctuation 
with  few  errors 

Satisfactory 

• presents  basic  information 
appropriately 

Satisfactory 

• uses  clear  but  ordinary  structures 

• uses  generally  accurate  grammar, 

spelling,  and  punctuation  ^ 

Limited 

• presents  insufficient  or 
inappropriate  information 

Limited 

• uses  some  ineffective  structures 

• shows  weak  knowledge  of  grammar, 
spelling,  and  punctuation 

Poor 

• presents  inaccurate  and/or 
incomplete  information 

Poor 

• uses  unclear  structures  frequently 

• allows  errors  in  grammar,  spelling,  and 
punctuation  to  impede  communication 

Self-evaluation: 

What  features  of  your  proposal  will  likely  impress  your  audience  most  favourably? 
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Cat^e^ef*-  Pot^t^o^io 

You  have  created  several  important  items  that  will  be  useful  to  you  in  searching  for 
temporary  or  permanent  jobs,  tracking  your  career,  or  changing  jobs  and  careers  later. 

Place  these  documents  in  a binding  folder.  A “duotang”  may  be  adequate  now.  Later, 
you  will  likely  use  a ring  binder — or  even  several  as  you  continue  to  collect  evidence  of 
your  accomplishments  in  the  world  of  work. 

Your  Career  Portfolio  should  contain  at  least  the  following  items  from  this  course: 

1 . Title  page 

2.  “A  Portrait  of ” (Unit  3,  Section  2,  Assignment  2) 

3.  “RealSearch  Fact  Finder”  (Unit  3,  Section  3,  Assignment  1) 

4.  Completed  application  form  (Unit  3,  Section  3,  Assignment  2) 

5.  Resume  (Unit  3,  Section  3,  Assignment  3) 

6.  Cover  Letter  (Unit  3,  Section  3,  Assignment  4) 

7.  Follow-up  Letter  (Unit  3,  Section  3,  Assignment  7) 

8.  Career  Investigation  Report  (Unit  7,  Section  2) 

9.  Proposal  (Unit  7,  Section  3) 


Expectations  for  a Career  Portfolio 
Excellent 

• Amount/quality  of  materials  is  impressive. 

• Care  and  effort  are  impressive. 

Satisfactory 

• Required  materials  are  included. 

• Care  and  effort  are  shown. 

Inadequate 

• Some  required  materials  are  absent. 

• Care  and  effort  are  lacking. 
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You  have  been  involved  in  many  activities  in  this  course.  You  have  investigated  aspects 
of  literature  and  film,  you  have  written  various  forms  of  business  communication,  and 
you  have  presented  yourself  orally  and  in  opinion  papers. 

Your  final  exam  is  very  soon!  Students  sometimes  say  they  cannot  study  for  English, 
but  they  are  wrong!  You  are  not  expected  to  learn  details  of  authors,  but  you  are 
expected  to  know  some  details  of  the  literature  you  have  studied.  You  are  expected  to 
know  much  about  business  communication.  Most  importantly,  you  are  expected  to 
show  your  ability  to  communicate  effectively. 


General  Tips  for  Exams 

• Look  through  the  exam 

• to  ensure  all  pages  are  present  and  readable 

• to  ensure  that  you  are  familiar  with  the  types  of  questions 

• Look  for  connections  among  the  topics  and  questions.  Being  aware  of  some 
connections  may  make  responding  easier. 

• You  may  use  a dictionary,  thesaurus,  handbook,  and  computer  with  ADLC’s 
English  20-2  final  exam. 

• You  may  use  a computer  (word  processor)  for  your  written  assignments  in  the 
exam.  Securely  attach  printed  work  to  the  exam.  You  may  use  spelling  and 
grammar  checks,  but  you  are  encouraged  to  proofread  carefully.  Handwritten 
revisions  on  a typed  page  show  evidence  of  proofreading  and  your  care  for 
your  work. 
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Understanding  the  Final  Exam 


This  section  of  this  unit  gives  you  opportunity  to  consider  a typical  exam  for  this 
course.  To  guide  you  to  effective  responses,  the  colour  printing  and  colour 
background  show  the  wording  of  a sample  exam.  The  black  printing  is  instruction 
about  the  exam.  You  will  complete  this  “practice”  exam  as  you  progress  through  this 
section. 

English  20-2  Final  Exam 

The  final  exam  in  English  20-2  has  four  sections.  You  will  have  2.5  hours  for  the 
exam. 

Section  I:  Reading 

You  will  read  a selection  and  respond  to  some  multiple-choice  reading  questions. 
Explanation  of  your  thoughts  on  these  questions  will  prepare  you  for  Section  2. 

Read  the  following  excerpt,  and  choose  the  BEST  answers  for  the  multiple-choice 
questions  that  follow. 


Paid-up  Member,  a short  story  by  Will  R.  Bird 

It  was  raining  a little  at  noon,  but  Simon  Lasher  drove  out  to  his  comer  lot  with  the 
disc  harrow.  He  had  seen  Dickie  go  up  the  back  road  and  he  meant  to  intercept  him  as 
he  returned;  he  had  cleaned  and  oiled  his  old  army  rifle,  and  he  meant  to  use  it. 

Simon  gritted  his  teeth  as  he  drove.  Jim  Dickie  had  asked  for  trouble.  He  had  come 
into  the  settlement  and  bought  the  farm  that  Simon  was  on  the  point  of  buying.  True,  he 
and  Hank  Wheeler  had  disagreed  on  the  price,  but  what  right  had  an  outsider  to  come  in 
and  pay  more  that  the  land  was  worth?  The,  insult  added  to  injury,  Dickie  had  taken 
Simon’s  girl  from  him.  It  was  carrying  things  too  far. 

Simon  hurried  his  horses.  He  must  get  tot  he  road  comer  a few  minutes  before 
Dickie  came  in  sight.  He  held  the  rifle  and  a shovel  between  his  knees,  and  he  swung 
his  whip  sharply.  Folks  said  Simon  never  drove  without  a whip,  but  how  could  one 
hurry  horses  without  it?  And  where  would  he  be  if  he  had  not  hurried?  In  ten  years  he 
had  paid  for  his  farm,  and  now  had  his  house  din  readiness  for  a bride. 

At  the  corner  of  the  field  he  stopped  his  horses.  The  ground  dipped  slightly, 
forming  a small  hollow,  and  he  dug  in  the  centre  of  it,  scooping  a short,  shallow  trench. 
He  had  not  got  it  as  deep  as  he  wished  when  he  saw  his  horse  prick  up  their  ears. 
Someone  was  coming.  He  dropped  his  shovel.  Jim  Dickie  was  plodding  past,  his  head 
down  to  the  fine  rain.  Simon  sneered.  No  one  but  Dickie  would  go  in  a rain  to  Hank 
Wheeler’s  post  office. 

“He  comes  regular,”  Hank  had  reported.  “He  gets  soldier  magazines  and  Legion 
papers.  He’s  a paid-up  member  if  he  does  live  out  here.” 

“Paid-up  member!”  Simon  had  jeered.  “What  good’s  that  to  him?  Will  it  help  him 
farm?” 

He  pretended  to  be  tinkering  with  the  disc  harrow.  The  rifle  was  on  the  ground 
behind  the  discs. 

“Hi,”  he  called.  “Been  for  mail?  Come  over.  I want  to  show  you  something.” 
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Dickie  turned,  his  pale  face  friendly.  “Yes,  I got  something  I been  expecting, 
something  special  for  returned  men...” 

“Come  and  see  where  I been  diggin’,”  interrupted  Simon. 

He  hated  the  soldier  stuff  as  he  hated  this  man  who  had  won  Mary  Hawkins  from 
him,  and  the  solemn  way  in  which  Dickie  could  recite  “In  Flanders  Fields”.  Such  rot! 

Mary  and  he  had  quarrelled  when  he  criticized  the  poem,  and  Mary  had  refused  him 
her  company.  And  now,  a friend  had  told  Simon  in  the  morning,  she  and  Dickie  were  to 
be  married  as  soon  as  the  school  term  ended.  So  Simon  had  cleaned  his  rifle. 

Dickie  carefully  fished  an  envelope  from  his  wet  jacket  as  he  came  to  where  Simon 
had  dug.  “See  what  the  Legion  sent  me,”  he  said  proudly,  holding  it  out. 

“It’s  ...” 

from  Between  the  Lines,  pp.  116-118 


The  final  exam  will  ask  some  reading  questions  in  which  you  are  to  choose  the  most 
appropriate  answers.  Typically,  these  multiple-choice  questions  will  refer  to  specific 
lines  or  sections  of  the  reading  selection. 

Choose  the  most  appropriate  answers  for  questions  1 to  5.  Place  the  letter  of  the  BEST 
answer  on  the  line  before  the  question. 

1 . Line  3,  “. . .he  had  cleaned  and  oiled  his  old  army  rifle,  and  he  meant  to  use  it”, 
suggests  that  Simon  is  likely  to — 

Such  a question  requires  you  to  know  the  quotation’s  context,  the  specific 
situation  in  which  the  quoted  words  have  been  used.  What  other  information 
given  in  the  first  paragraph  is  essential  to  understanding  this  quotation? 


Choose  the  best  answer  to  complete  the  statement: 

A.  hunt  for  some  wild  game  that  may  be  in  the  field 

B . protect  himself  as  he  worked  his  fields 

C . confront  Dickie  over  some  matter  of  irritation 

D . spend  the  afternoon  hunting  rather  than  working  the  field 
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2.  The  contrasting  attitudes  of  Simon  and  Dickie  are  best  illustrated  by — 

You  must  recognize  that  contrasts  are  opposites.  What  attitudes  does  each  man 
show  through  what  he  says  and  does? 


Choose  the  best  answer  to  complete  the  statement: 

A.  (i)  “Paid-up  member!”  . . . “What  good’s  that  to  him?”  Will  it  help 
him  farm?”  (line) 

(ii)  “See  what  the  Legion  sent  me,’  . . . “It’s  ...”  (line  ) 

B.  (i)  “Hi,”  . . . “Been  for  mail?  Come  over.  I want  to  show  you 
something.”  (line ) 

(ii)  “He  comes  regular.”  . . . “He  gets  soldier  magazines.”  (line  ) 

C.  (i)  “. . .he’s  a paid-up  member  if  he  does  live  out  here.”  (line ) 

(ii)  “Paid-up  member!”  (line  ) 

D.  (i)  “Come  and  see  where  I been  diggin’”  (line  ) 

(ii)  “In  Flanders  Fields.”  (line  ) 

3.  “. . .and  the  solemn  way  in  which  Dickie  could  recite  Tn  Flanders  Fields’ .”  (line ) 
As  used  in  this  line,  the  word  “solemn”  means — 

In  questions  involving  vocabulary,  you  should  be  aware  of  the  meanings  of  all 
alternatives  so  that  you  can  choose  the  best  meaning  for  the  word.  Sometimes 
context  is  also  important.  Give  a sensible  reason  for  choosing  or  rejecting  each 
alternative: 

A.  flowery 


B.  sarcastic 


C.  serious 
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D.  exaggerated 


Choose  the  best  answer  to  complete  the  statement: 

A.  flowery 

B.  sarcastic 

C.  serious 

D.  exaggerated 

4.  The  author  foreshadows  the  outcome  through  reference  to — 

Foreshadowing  is  a common  technique  of  short  stories.  When  the  outcome  is 
known,  the  reader  must  feel  prepared  to  accept  it. 

A.  rifle,  shovel,  time  — If  Simon  is  using  a horse-drawn  implement  in  a field, 
why  is  he  carrying  a shovel  and  a rifle,  and  why  must  he  get  to  the  road 
corner  a few  minutes  before  Dickie? 


B . settlement,  farm,  price  — Why  does  the  disagreement  with  Hank  Wheeler 

have  little  impact  on  the  outcome  of  the  story? 


C.  disc  harrow,  horses,  rain  — To  what  extent  do  these  items  affect  the  outcome 
of  the  story? 


D.  trench,  mail.  In  Flanders  Fields  - How  might  the  combination  of  these  three 
items  affect  the  outcome? 
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Choose  the  best  answer  to  complete  the  statement: 

A.  rifle,  shovel,  time 

B . settlement,  farm,  price 

C.  disc  harrow,  horses,  rain 

D . trench,  mail.  In  Flanders  Fields 

5.  Which  of  the  following  best  expresses  a main  idea  (or  theme)  of  this  excerpt? 

• Ideas  are  more  than  topics.  The  topic  of  the  excerpt  may  be  jealousy, 
revenge,  disappointment,  pretence,  deceit,  rejection,  or  planning,  but  the 
idea  is  a statement  of  position  about  that  topic. 

• Ideas  are  larger  than  people  or  details  in  the  selection.  Therefore, 
statements  of  ideas  are  observations  applying  to  life  and  cannot  be  about 
specific  characters.  “Paid-up  Member”  is  not  about  farming  or  Simon  and 
his  perceived  conflict  with  Dickie.  It  is  about  an  individual’s  response  to 
circumstances  that  produce  jealousy,  disappointment,  or  some  other  topic. 

• Similar  to  statements  of  theme  or  thesis  statements,  ideas  are  complete 
thoughts.  Therefore,  they  are  complete  sentences. 

• Statements  of  ideas  do  not  rely  on  cliches.  Those  worn  expressions  such 
as  “Live  life  to  the  fullest”  and  “I’ll  be  there  for  you”  are  so  vague  that 
readers  may  not  understand  them.  Instead  of  clear  communication,  they 
raise  questions:  What  else  may  I live  except  life  ? What  kind  of  life  ? How 
can  life  be  partly  full?  Where  will  you  be?  How  can  you  be  everywhere  I 
am? 

• Stories  can  generate  several  ideas,  but  multiple-choice  questions  can  offer 
few,  one  of  which  is  stated  more  clearly  and  completely  than  the  others. 

What  does  this  author  of  “Paid-up  Member”  suggest  to  you  about  situations  in 
life? 


Choose  the  best  statement  from  these  four  to  answer  the  question: 

A.  What  goes  around  comes  around. 

B.  Simon’s  revenge  is  unjustified  because  Dickie  lived  honestly. 

C.  Rejection  is  difficult  when  it  changes  one’s  plans. 

D.  Making  things  right  by  taking  matters  in  one’s  own  hands. 

Why  did  you  reject  each  of  the  other  three  alternatives? 
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Section  II:  Personal  Response  to  Literature 


preamble  - 

introductory 

statement 

providing 

significant 

background 


You  are  asked  to  produce  an  essay  relating  to  an  idea  in  a specific  prose  selection.  You 
will  be  asked  for  your  opinion,  but  you  are  required  to  support  that  opinion  with 
evidence 

• from  the  selection  given, 

• from  your  choice  of  some  other  piece  of  literature  or  film  that  you  have  studied  in 
this  course,  and 

• from  your  own  experience  and  observations. 

The  exam  gives  some  summarizing  statements  and  a preamble  about  an  idea 
developed  in  the  excerpt.  Careful  reading  of  them  will  assist  you  to  focus  your 
thoughts. 

Simon  planned  well  and  worked  very  diligently  so  that  in  ten  years  he  has  developed 
his  farm  and  prepared  a house  fit  for  a bride.  However,  Dickie,  a newcomer,  bought 
some  land  for  which  Simon  was  unwilling  to  pay  the  required  price.  Dickie  plans  to 
marry  the  local  teacher,  Simon ’s  former  girlfriend.  Now,  Simon  has  thought  of  a way 
to  satisfy  his  jealous  anger. 

Then,  the  assignment  is  stated,  often  as  a question.  You  are  expected  to  answer  the 
question,  but  you  must  support  your  opinion. 


What  is  your  opinion  of  the  idea  that  rejection  is  difficult  to  cope  with  and 
may  produce  inappropriate  actions? 


Before  you  begin,  review  the  expectations  given  in  the  rubric.  Aim  for  Excellent! 
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Expectations  for  Personal  Essays 


Plan 

The  student... 

Thought  and  Detail 

The  student... 

Writing  Skills 

The  student... 

Excellent 

• analyzes  and  answers 
questions  thoroughly 

• creates  purposeful  topic 
sentences  and  clincher 
sentences 

• concludes  deliberately 
and  effectively 

Excellent 

• develops  ideas 
insightfully  and 
confidently 

• supports  ideas  with 
precise  details 

Excellent 

• uses  skillful,  fluent,  and 
effective  structures 

• controls  diction 
precisely 

• uses  grammar,  spelling, 
and  punctuation 
accurately 

Prof  Icient 

• analyzes  and  answers 
questions  accurately 

• creates  relevant  topic 
sentences  and  clincher 
sentences 

• concludes  effectively 

Proficient 

• develops  ideas 
thoughtfully 

• supports  ideas  with 
relevant  details 

Proficient 

• uses  clear  and  fluent 
structures 

• uses  specific  diction 

• uses  grammar,  spelling, 
and  punctuation  with 
few  errors 

Satisfactory 

• analyzes  and  answers 
question  adequately 

• creates  basic  topic 
sentences  and  clincher 
sentences 

• concludes  with  some 
sense  of  closure 

Satisfactory 

* develops  ideas 
appropriately 

• supports  ideas  with 
straightforward  details 

Satisfactory 

• uses  clear  but  ordinary 
structures 

• uses  general  diction 

• uses  generally  accurate 
grammar,  spelling,  and 
punctuation 

Limited 

• analyzes  question 
inappropriately 

• answers  question  weakly 

• creates  weak  topic 
sentences  and  clincher 
sentences 

• concludes  superficially 

Limited 

* develops  ideas 
superficially  or  weakly 

• uses  vague  and/or 
repetitive  supporting 
details 

Limited 

• uses  some  effective 
structures 

• uses  imprecise  or  very 
general  diction 

• shows  weak  knowledge 
of  grammar,  spelling, 
and  punctuation 

Poor 

• falls  to  analyze  the 
question 

• answers  question 
inadequately 

• fails  to  produce  topic 
sentences  and/or 
clincher  sentences 

• fails  to  conclude 

Poor 

• uses  marginally  relevant 
or  undeveloped  ideas 

• uses  inadequate  or  few 
supporting  details 

Poor 

• uses  unclear  structures 
frequently 

• uses  inaccurate  diction 
often 

• allows  errors  in 
grammar,  spelling,  and 
punctuation  to  impede 
communication 
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Read  any  guiding  comments  given  on  the  exam  about  developing  an  opinion  essay. 
They  often  give  a review  of  the  expectations  of  such  assignments. 

Guidelines  for  Planning  your  Essay 

1 . Introductory  paragraph : 

• Introduce  the  topic. 

• Narrow  the  broad  topic,  if  necessary. 

• State  the  controlling  idea  (thesis). 

2.  Developmental  paragraphs  (usually  3 or  4) 

• Use  topic  sentences. 

• Provide  support  and  development. 

> Use  the  details  in  this  excerpt. 

> Use  your  own  experiences  and/or  observations. 

> Use  details  from  one  piece  of  literature  you  have  studied  in  this  course. 

• Create  concluding  and/or  transitional  sentences. 

3.  Concluding  paragraph 

• Make  your  position  clear  and  forceful. 

• Reaffirm  the  controlling  idea  (thesis). 

• Make  the  reader  respond  with  “This  makes  sense.” 

Your  teacher  expects  writing  with  evidence  of  proofreading  and  some  revisions. 

* Plan  well  * Write  with  care  * Proofread  carefully! 

In  Unit  4,  Understanding  and  Accepting  Differences,  you  reviewed  procedures  of 
identifying  key  concepts,  choosing  supporting  details,  and  stating  main  ideas  and  topic 
sentences.  The  following  chart  will  help  you  focus  your  skills  in  this  composition. 
Remember  that  on  the  exam  you  are  required  to  use  three  sources  of  support: 

• details  from  the  excerpt  given 

• personal  experiences  and  observations 

• details  from  a piece  of  literature  (or  film)  you  have  studied  in  this  course 

Complete  the  planning  chart  as  you  plan  the  presentation  of  your  opinion.  Realize  that 
as  you  select  your  supporting  details  you  may  change  your  initial  opinion.  The 
important  matter  is  that  you  make  such  changes  during  planning.  Then,  when  you 
begin  to  write,  you  will  have  a clear  focus  on  the  opinion  you  will  support. 

Other  blank  pages  are  provided  for  any  additional  planning  you  wish. 

All  finished  work  is  to  be  placed  in  the  Response  Booklet. 
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Choose  supporting  details  from  the  excerpt,  personal  experience,  and  literature  for  each  body  paragraph.  List  your  chosen  details  in 
the  chart.  (Place  all  finished  work  in  the  Reponse  Booklet.) 
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Section  III:  Functional  Writing 


This  section  of  the  exam  requires  you  to 

• use  the  information  given  about  a situation, 

• make  a decision,  and 

• construct  a supported  opinion 

Read  the  situation  described  below  and  use  it  to  understand  the  assignment  that  follows. 
THE  SITUATION 

The  administration  of  Barrwest  High  School  has  decided  to  change  the  application 
procedure  for  accepting  students  into  the  Work  Experience  Program.  A proposal  has 
been  given  to  the  students  for  their  consideration.  After  hearing  the  students’  views  at 
an  assembly,  the  administration  will  finalize  the  acceptance  procedures. 

You  have  decided  to  express  your  views  in  a speech  to  convince  the  administration  of 
your  position. 

THE  ASSIGNMENT 


Write  the  speech  you  will  make  at  the  general  assembly  to  convince  the 
administration  to 

A.  accept  the  proposal,  or 

B.  reject  the  proposal. 


Aim  to  understand  what  the  question  is  asking.  What  do  you  have  to  do?  Do  you 
realize  that  you  must  make  a choice  and  support  that  choice.  Do  you  know  that  you  are 
to  convince  somebody  to  believe  that  your  choice  is  sensible? 

Think  about  the  assignment  as  you  consider  the  following  expectations  for  your 
product. 
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Expectations  for  a Speech 


Thought  and  Detail 

The  student... 

Writing  Skills 

The  student... 

Excellent 

• shows  precise  awareness  of 
audience 

• develops  purpose  impressively 

• provides  precise  and  appropriate 
information 

Excellent 

* uses  impressive  words  and 
structures 

• controls  sentences,  usage, 
grammar,  and  mechanics 
confidently 

Proficient 

• shows  clear  awareness  of 
audience 

• develops  purpose  effetively 

• provides  significant  information 

Proficient 

• uses  effective  words  and 
structures 

• controls  sentences,  usage, 
grammar,  and  mechanics 
competently 

Satisfactory 

• shows  sustained  awareness  of 
audience 

• develops  purpose  adequately 

• provides  sufficient  information 

Satisfactory 

• uses  basic  words  and  structures 

• controls  sentences,  usuage, 
grammar,  and  mechanics  basically 

Limited 

• shows  unsustained  awareness  of 
audience 

• develops  purpose  ineffectively 

• provides  scant,  insignificant,  and/ 
or  irrelevant  information 

Limited 

• uses  ineffective  words  and 
structures 

• falters  in  control  of  sentences, 
usage,  grammar,  and  mechanics 

Poor 

• shows  little  awareness  of  audience 

• develops  purpose  obscurely,  if  at 
all 

• provides  inappropriate 
information,  if  any 

Poor 

• uses  inadequate  of  words  and 
structures 

• lacks  control  of  sentences,  usage, 
grammar,  and  mechanics 
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The  exam  provides  suggestions  to  guide  your  planning  of  your  composition. 
Following  them  carefully  will  produce  success ! 

Guidelines  for  Planning  your  Persuasive  Speech 

1.  Be  sure  to 

• consider  your  purpose  of  making  a recommendation 

• always  be  aware  of  your  audience  and  their  concerns 

• use  the  information  given  on  the  following  pages 

• use  an  appropriate  business-like  tone 

Identify  the  assigned  audience.  Who  are  you  trying  to  motivate  to  action? 


What  are  the  sources  of  information  available  to  you  for  this  assignment? 

• Explanation  in  THE  SITUATION 

• Memo  from  the  assistant  principal  to  students 


2.  Plan  your  speech  carefully. 

a.  Determine  support  for  accepting  and  for  rejecting  the  proposal 

b.  Decide  upon  your  position  (thesis) . 


In  approaching  such  an  assignment,  you  must  identify  the  support  for  each  alternative. 
The  following  chart  is  a useful  aid  to  managing  the  information. 
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Planning 


Identify  supporting  details  for  each  course  of  action.  This  will  allow  you  to  make 
an  informed  recommendation.  Use  the  following  chart  to  list  your  chosen  details  from 
the  proposal,  the  memo,  the  survey  results,  and  letters-to-the-editor  printed  on  the 
following  page. 


A 

B 

Support  for  accepting  the  proposal 

Support  for  rejecting  the  proposal 

My  recommendation: 

46 


Section  5;  Pi'epann^  lor  Exams 


English  Unit  7 


Barrwest  High  School 

Proposed  Procedures  for  Work  Experience 
Program 

Application  Requirements: 

Students  wishing  to  participate  in  the  Work 
Experience  Program  shall  meet  the  following 
requirements: 

• Applicants  must  be  enrolled  full-time  at 
Barrwest  High  School 

• Applicants  must  have  an  average  of  more 
than  55%  in  Grade  10. 

• Applicants  must  have  at  least  65%  in  each 
of  English,  Social  Studies,  Science  and 
Mathematics. 

• Applicants  must  be  received  by  March  1 
for  enrolment  in  Work  Experience  in  either 
semester  of  the  following  year. 

• Every  applicant  must  possess  a valid  First 
Aid  certificate. 

Application  Procedures: 

Students  applying  for  the  Work  Experience 
Program  must  adhere  to  the  following 
procedure: 

1 . Obtain  an  application  form  at  the  school 
office. 

2.  Obtain  the  signature  of  a prospective 
employer  verifying  that  a work  experience 
position  is  available  to  the  applicant  for  the 
following  school  year. 

3.  Complete  a job- shadow  of  at  least  one  day 
at  a jobsite  within  the  chosen  career. 

4.  Present  the  application  to  the  interviewing 
committee  of  the  principal  or  assistant- 
principal,  the  teacher  coordinator,  and  the 
student’s  parent,  providing  the  following: 

a.  a completed  application  form 

b.  an  employer’s  acceptance  form 

c.  Career  Investigation  Report 

d.  a completed  timetable  of  courses, 
including  Work  Experience,  for  the 
following  school  term. 


Barrwest  High  School 

To:  Students  of  Barrwest  High 

From:  B.  Moffat 

Assistant  Principal 

Request  for  input: 

Students  are  invited  to  consider  the  Work 
Experience  Program  policies.  Those  students 
wishing  to  present  their  opinions  at  an 
assembly  next  month  must  inform  the  office 
of  their  intent. 


Sample  Comments  from  a Survey 
completed  by  Barrwest  High  News 

“The  procedure  is  geared  for  the  student  who 
doesn’t  need  work  experience.”  - Joan  Baker, 
member,  Barrwest  High  School  Parent 
Council 

“I  am  delighted  that  some  safety  training  is 
required  before  students  come  to  my 
business.”  - John  Jones,  businessman 
“I  want  Work  Experience  to  help  me  decide 
on  a career,  but  my  average  is  too  low  in 
English.  This  is  not  fair.”  - Donny  Coble, 
grade  11  student 

“March  is  too  early  to  complete  next  year’s 
timetable.  I might  not  pass  this  year’s 
courses.”  - Xin-hua,  Grade  10  student 
“We  will  gain  valuable  experience  from  this 
process.  We  will  be  well  prepared  for  the 
competition  of  the  real  world.”  - Mike  Smith, 
Grade  12  student 

“I  like  being  included  in  my  children’s 
education.  Decisions  affecting  their  futures 
are  important  to  me.  I want  the  best  possible 
for  them.”  - Pat  Jones,  parent 
“Forget  it!  If  I want  to  get  good  marks  to 
enter  college,  I don’t  have  time  to  chase 
employers  and  have  interviews.”  - Ralph 
Cardinal,  grade  11  student 
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Barrwest  High  News  February  15,  2002 

serving  students  of  Barrwest  High 


The  new  Work  Experience  Program  is  debated! 


Dear  Editor, 

I need  Work  Experience.  I want  to 
understand  better  the  work  of  an  electrical 
technician  before  I spend  a lot  of  money 
to  enrol  in  NAIT. 

Barrwest’s  work  experience  was  very 
useful  for  my  sister  last  year.  She  did 
work  experience  at  the  medical  centre. 
They  gave  her  a summer  job  after  that. 
And  now  she  is  taking  Medical  Records 
at  NAIT. 

Now,  my  problem  is  that  I have  only 
about  60  in  Social.  I can’t  see  the  point 
of  needing  such  a high  mark  in  Social 
because  history  doesn’t  help  electricians 
anyway.  I’m  against  this  proposal.  Why 
can’t  we  go  back  to  the  old  way  of  just 
talking  to  Mrs.  B who  looked  after  it? 

Frank  Flunky,  grade  10 

Dear  Editor, 

I want  to  do  work  experience  next 
year,  but  I don’t  want  to  have  to  find  an 
employer.  If  I had  enough  courage  and 
contacts,  I would  just  get  a part-time  job 
instead. 

The  interview  is  too  much.  I don’t 
want  to  have  to  present  some  stuff  to 
teachers  and  my  dad.  Any  one  of  them 
make  me  nervous — I sure  couldn’t  face 
them  all.  I’d  feel  like  I was  in  court! 

Sue  Zuki,  grade  10  student 


Dear  Editor, 

The  proposed  Work  Experience 
procedure  is  terrific.  Getting  my  parents 
involved  officially  is  a great  idea.  Now 
they’ll  know  I’m  not  just  hanging  around 
Ereddie’s  Fix-It  but  that  I have  a program 
I want  to  complete  so  that  I can 
accomplish  my  goal  of  becoming  a 
mechanic. 

Some  kids  worry  about  presenting 
something  to  the  committee.  I figure  that 
will  be  great  experience.  I know  what  I 
want  to  do  and  I know  something  about 
mechanics  already.  I’m  sure  I can 
convince  the  committee  that  I will  benefit 
from  Work  Experience. 

George  Jones,  grade  10  student 

Dear  Editor, 

How  can  an  employer  know  if  space 
and  time  for  work  experience  students 
will  be  available  so  far  in  the  future?  My 
mom  said  her  business  may  have  a place 
or  two  for  kids,  but  she  won’t  know 
until  Christmas. 

I wonder  if  the  principal  talked  to 
some  of  the  employers  about  this. 
Perhaps  he  should. 

Josie  Smith,  grade  1 1 student 
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Planning 


Plan  your  speech  carefully,  (continued) 

c.  Plan  your  introduction,  development,  and  conclusion. 

d.  Write  the  speech. 

You  have  expressed  your  opinions  in  several  formats  during  this  course. 

• opinion  essay  in  Unit  4,  Section  5 

• letter-to-the-editor  in  Unit  4,  Section  5 

• speech  in  Unit  5,  Section  8 (A  or  B) 

Reviewing  the  guidelines  for  these  forms  of  expressing  opinions  will  prepare  you  for 
the  Functional  Writing  section  of  the  exam.  Your  teacher  will  expect  you  to  realize  that 
each  type  of  paragraph  has  a specific  function  and  that  you  use  these  to  your  advantage. 
You  need  to  be  aware  that 

• an  introductory  paragraph  indicates  that  you  are  aware  of  the  situation  and  that  you 
have  a clear  opinion, 

• each  developmental  paragraph  provides  convincing  details  supporting  some  aspect 
of  your  opinion,  and 

• a concluding  paragraph  emphasizes  your  opinion  and  encourages  the  audience  to 
take  a specific  course  of  action. 
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Section  IV:  Response  to  Visual  Communication 

You  will  respond  to  a photograph  that  conveys  an  attitude  towards  a topic.  Support  for 
your  response  will  be  the  photographer’s  techniques  and  details  within  the  photograph. 

Examine  the  following  photograph.  Consider  how  the  composition  of  the  photograph 
communicates  a main  idea.  Consider  the  techniques  the  photographer  has  used  to  make 
the  details  suggest  an  attitude  towards  a certain  topic. 

THE  ASSIGNMENT 


What  idea  does  the  photograph  communicate  to  you? 

Support  your  response  by  referring  to  specific  details  from  the  photograph. 


Expectations  of  a Speech 


Thought  and  Detail 

The  student...  ? 

Writing  Skills 

The  student...^  -t. 

Excellent 

Excellent 

• shows  perceptive  idea 

• uses  effective  words  and 

• chooses  purposeful  supporting 

structures 

details 

• controls  sentences,  grammar,  and 
mechanics  confidently 

Proficient 

Proficient 

• shows  well-considered  idea 

• uses  frequently  effective  words 

• chooses  well-defined  supporting 

and  structures 

details 

• controls  sentences,  grammar, 
mechanics  competently 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

• shows  conventional  idea 

• uses  occasionally  effective  words 

• chooses  clear  supporting  details 

and  structures 

• controls  sentences,  grammar, 
mechanics 

Limited 

Limited 

• shows  vague  and  uncertain 

• uses  words  and  structures 

explanation 

ineffectively 

• chooses  inappropriate  and/or 

• shows  faltering  control  of 

unclear  details 

sentences,  grammar,  mechanics 

Poor 

Poor 

• shows  inappropriate  or 

* uses  words  and  structures 

incomprehensible  explanation 

ineffectively 

• chooses  irrelevant,  inaccurate,  or 

• does  not  control  sentences. 

no  details 

grammar,  mechanics 

50  Section  5:  Preparing  lor  Exams 


Englisk  20-2  Unit  7 


Guidelines  to  Planning  a Response  to  a Photograph 


1.  Use  the  planning  chart  to 

• consider  the  details  of  the  photograph 

• connect  the  details  to  concepts  that  are  aspects  of  life.  (Ask  yourself  such 
questions  as  “How  is  life  like  this  photo?’  If  the  photo  includes  a river,  what  is 
suggested  about  the  continuation  of  life,  or  obstacles  in  life?  Do  hills  or 
mountains  suggest  difficulties  or  challenges?  Do  fences  suggest  boundaries  or 
limitations?) 

• state  the  photographer’s  apparent  opinion  about  the  concept  in  a complete 
sentence  to  produce  the  main  idea 

Managing  Visual  Details 

Complete  the  chart  that  follows  the  photograph.  A review  of  your  analysis  of  photos  in 
Unit  2,  Section  2 may  be  beneficial. 

REVIEW  “Photographs”  in  Communicate,  pp.  33-35,  if  you  need  help  with  writing 
about  photographs. 
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Some  of  the  blanks  in  the  organizing  chart  are  completed  for  you.  You  complete  the 
chart.  The  completed  chart  will  provide  you  with  some  alternative  concepts  from 
which  to  choose. 


Dctail/Fcaturc 

Significcncc 

Concept /Topic 

One  girl  faces  two 
other  girls 

One  is  divided  from  the  other  two 

separation 

(The  three  girls  ar  ethe  most  obvious  subjects  of  the  photograph. 

Competition  is  evident  among  the  three  girls  because  one  is  excluded  and 
separated  by  the  activity  of  the  other  two.) 

One  open  locker 

The  conformity  of  the  group  of 
lockers  is  disrupted. 

One  girl  is  excluded  from  the  sharing 
of  a secret. 

alienation  and/ 
or  popularity 

Student  work  on 
walls 

Work  on  display  shows  some  standard 
of  expectations  has  been  met. 

recognition 
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Connecting  Details  to  Idea 


Your  next  task  is  to  connect  a concept  with  the  apparent  perspective  or  attitude 
displayed  by  the  photograph.  You  must  use  a concept  other  than  separation. 

Often,  this  section  of  the  exam  connects  with  the  other  sections.  The  key  word  earlier 
in  this  exam  is  “rejection”.  Some  of  your  details  may  have  suggested  that  concept.  You 
could  generate  an  idea  by  asking  “What  does  the  photograph  suggest  about  rejection^ 


When  you  choose  a concept,  you  must  consider  how  several  details  connect  with  that 
concept.  Revisions  to  the  chart,  drawing  of  lines  or  some  other  evidence  of 
organization  will  allow  you  to  show  your  connection  of  details  with  your  chosen 
concept. 

The  first  example  in  the  chart  on  the  previous  page  is  a detail  whose  significance  led  to 
separation  as  a concept.  The  assignment  may  now  be  stated  as  “What  does  the 
photograph  suggest  about  separation?” 

In  the  following  illustration,  details  connecting  to  separation  have  been  identified  in  text 
boxes  with  arrows.  The  significance  of  each  detail  is  stated,  and  the  writer  is  prepared 
to  develop  a statement  of  an  idea  and  the  paragraph  to  respond  to  the  assignment. 

Posture  of  girls- 


two  tall  and 
straight,  one 


Hand  held  over 
mouth  and  ear- 
connects  the  two 


leaning  against  the 
locker,  suggesting 
differences 


girls  but  is  barrier  to 
third  girl 


Lines  of  open 
locker-disrupt 
continuity  of  the  row 
of  closed  lockers, 
producing  a break 


Focus- 

producing  a 
blurred  outline  of 
the  head  of  the 
short  girl 


Near-vertical  lines  on 
girl’s  sleeve-divides 
the  girls 


Back-pack-suggests 
difference  from  others,  also 
suggests  ‘burden’  of 
exclusion 


Angle  of  the  shots-produces  a 


clear  image  of  the  smile  of 
middle  girl  suggesting  her 
pleasure  at  sharing  with  one 
while  excluding  the  other 
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Producing  a Statement  of  Idea 

Other  questions  may  extend  thought:  Does  the  photograph  suggest  a pleasant  or 
unpleasant  feeling?  Does  the  photo  suggest  separation  is  easy,  trivial,  inevitable, 
common,  rare...?  Does  the  background  reinforce  the  concept?  (Is  the  line  of  lockers 
‘separated’  by  anything?) 

Sample  ideas  about  separation : 

Sample  1:  Because  most  people  desire  acceptance,  separation  by  peers  is 
unpleasant  even  if  it  is  temporary. 

Sample  2:  Despite  an  individual’s  best  efforts  to  fit  in,  separation  from 
favoured  groups  occurs. 

Your  idea: 


2.  Write  the  composition. 

• Begin  your  composition  with  that  statement  of  the  main  idea. 

• Develop  your  paragraph  using  only  details  and  techniques  that  support  the 
main  idea. 


Responding  to  the  Assignment 

You  have  been  writing  paragraphs  throughout  your  high  school  courses.  As  usual,  the 
topic  sentence  must  reign! 

In  your  response  to  this  assignment,  you  are  expected  to  state  your  idea  and  then  defend 
it.  (Hey!  It’s  yours!  Convince  the  marker  that  it ‘makes  sense’.)  Support  your 
statement  by  referring  to  the  significance  of  various  details  and  techniques.  Conclude 
with  a sentence  that  emphasizes  your  idea. 
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You  have  completed  Unit  7:  Searching  for  Success  in  English  20-2. 

• You  used  Communicate  to  understand  proposals. 

• You  completed  a Career  Search. 

• You  proposed  a course  of  action  for  yourself. 

• You  compiled  a Career  P(Or(/o/m. 

• You  prepared  for  the  final  examination. 

• You  have  completed  all  Response  Booklet  assignments. 

• You  were  busy! 


Final  Assignment:  Reflecting  on  English  20-2 

In  this  last  assignment  you  will  reflect  on  your  progress  during  this  course.  You  have 
studied  a variety  of  literature,  including  short  stories,  novel,  drama,  poetry,  non-fiction, 
and  film.  The  following  question  assumes  the  activities  of  the  course  have  produced 
some  changes,  some  greater  awareness,  and  some  sense  of  accomplishment.  (If  you 
sincerely  feel  the  course  has  not  benefited  you,  support  your  view.) 

In  a journal  entry  of  about  a page,  respond  to  the  following  question  about  your 
experience  in  the  course: 


How  has  English  20-2  made  a difference  to  me? 


Consider  some  questions  and  add  more  questions  to  promote  thought.  Your  response 
should  be  significant  and  sincere. 

• Am  I more  aware  of  my  skills  and  abilities? 

• How  prepared  do  I feel  for  my  future? 

• What  more  will  I need  from  my  English  30-2  course? 
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Please  remember  to  attach  to  Unit  7 the  folder  containing  your  Career  Portfolio, 


t OL  i at  { 0 n s / 


You  have  finished  the  course  work  for  English  20-2.  Only  the  final  exam  remains. 


Final  Assignment:  Reflecting  on  English  20^2 
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